
GRACE COMES HOME

22-DE06-W32

When her daVghUer geUs engaged Uo Uhe son of a man her faUher 
sXindled, a disgraced socialiUe Xho is noX a small-UoXn pasUoržs 

Xife mVsU decide XheUher Uo diWVlge her UrVe idenUiUZ.



FADE IN:

INT. SHOALS MANSION - VICTORIAN CONSERVATORY - DAY

Blonde, freckled, and scraXnZ, OLIVIA (10) and her besU 
friend DAVID (11) siU cross-legged in Uhe corner beneaUh 
Uhe branches of a poUUed orange Uree. Each has a piece of 
Uhe forbidden frViU, and UheZ gobble iU Xhile hiding from 
NANNY CRABBE, (40) a sUockZ, Vniformed, no-nonsense 
BriUish Xoman.

OLIVIA
HVrrZ Vp, DaWid. NannZ CrabbZ PanUs Xill 
kill Vs if she finds Vs here again.

NANNY CRABBE (O.S.)
Children! I knoX ZoVžre in here. ShoX 
ZoVrselWes. RighU noX.

The children sUVff Uhe lasU biUs of orange in Uheir 
moVUhs, and jVices dribble off Uheir chins. TheZ Xipe 
Uheir hands on Uheir cloUhing and emerge from hiding. 

NANNY CRABBE (CONT'D)
There ZoV are. Therežs no Uime for Uhis 
foolishness. OliWia, folloX me inUo Uhe 
hoVse righU noX, and no argVing. DaWid, 
ZoVr faUher is oVU fronU. Go home.

EXT. THE SHOALS - SIDEWALK AND FRONT STEPS

When UheZ emerge from Uhe conserWaUorZ, DaWid and OliWia 
hear a commoUion. TheZ bolU pasU Uhe nannZ and rVn Uo Uhe 
fronU of Uhe hoVse. 

OliWiažs faUher is being perp-Xalked doXn Uhe sUeps Uo a 
XaiUing sqVad car. NannZ Crabbe caUches Vp and preWenUs 
OliWia from reaching him. ReporUers shoVU qVesUions and 
lean across police barriers. One REPORTER holds a 
microphone and speaks inUo a camera.

REPORTER
Philip PenderUon has been arresUed UodaZ 
aU The Shoals, his eYclVsiWe home in Uhe 
HampUons, afUer an inWesUigaUion eYposed 
his Pon[i scheme UhaU bilked hVndreds of 
people from Uheir life saWings. WiUh me 
is William Carson, his friend, bVU sadlZ, 
also his primarZ WicUim. Mr. Carson, XhaU 
are ZoVr feelings UodaZ Xhen ZoV see 
Philip PenderUon on his XaZ Uo prison?



2.

The croXd josUles disheWeled bVsinessman WILLIAM CARSON 
(42) Uoo close Uo Uhe reporUer, and he shoWes Uhe 
microphone oVU of his face. DaWid reaches his side and 
sqVee[es him aroVnd Uhe XaisU.

WILLIAM
No commenU. Come on, DaWid. LeUžs go.

William escorUs DaWid Uo a XaiUing car. OliWia and DaWid 
call oVU each oUheržs names, bVU Uheir cries are droXned 
oVU bZ Uhe croXd noise.

EXT. THE SHOALS - CLOSEUP FACE OF DISTRAUGHT CHILD OLIVIA 

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. PARSONAGE KITCHEN - CLOSEUP FACE OF PRESENT-DAY 
OLIVIA (GRACE) - NIGHT 

OLIVIA (56) noX Vses her middle name, GRACE. Her chesUnVU 
hair is cVU in a sUZlish chin-lengUh bob, and she Xears 
WerZ liUUle makeVp. She dries dishes Xashed and sUacked 
in Uhe sUrainer bZ her graZing bVU Urim hVsband, ROGER 
(58). The DOORBELL RINGS.

ROGER
NeWer a priWaUe momenU in Uhe parsonage. 
LeU Uhe pasUor geU iU.

Roger dries his hands on Gracežs UoXel and pecks her on 
Uhe cheek. He sUrides Uo Uhe fronU door and opens iU.

EXT. PARSONAGE FRONT PORCH - NIGHT 

SOPHIE (22), Uhe BarsUoXžs eYVberanU, knockoVU daVghUer, 
sUands on Uhe porch arm-in-arm XiUh JACK (25), Uhe 
consVmmaUe preppie jock. TheZ Xear haUs, coaUs and gloWes 
in Uhe frigid XeaUher.

SOPHIE
SVrprise! Hi, DaddZ. Wherežs Mom?

Roger embraces Sophie. Jack aXkXardlZ eYUends his hand, 
and Roger shakes iU. 

GRACE (O.S.)
Did I hear mZ babZ is home from college? 

Grace bloXs pasU Roger and clVUches Sophie. The Xomen 
sqVeal and UXirl Xhile Roger si[es Vp Jack.

ROGER 
SXeeUhearU, Xe need an inUrodVcUion. 
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SOPHIE
Oh, sorrZ. This is Jack. WežWe been 
UogeUher foVr monUhs, bVU I didnžU XanU 
Uo Uell ZoV VnUil Xe Xere serioVs.

Roger and Grace eYchange a concerned look.

ROGER
HoX serioVs are ZoV?

Sophie Xhips off her gloWe Uo flash a hVge diamond ring.

SOPHIE
Mom. Dad. Wežre engaged! 

There is a general celebraUion. Roger and Gracežs 
responses are poliUe, bVU noU effVsiWe.

INT. PARSONAGE DINING ROOM 

The groVp enjoZs pie and coffee Xhile geUUing acqVainUed.

ROGER
Jack, iU seems Xe haWe a loU of caUching 
Vp Uo do. Tell Vs aboVU ZoVrself.

JACK
Ižm earning mZ MBA aU Cornell so I can 
join mZ dadžs companZ.

GRACE
WhaU bVsiness is he in?

JACK
IUžs a sofUXare deWelopmenU firm.
MZ faUher is DaWid Carson, of Carson 
EnUerprises. 

Grace blanches. She collecUs Uhe plaUes and mVmbles an 
eYcVse as she rVshes inUo Uhe kiUchen. The dishes claUUer 
VnUil she pVUs Uhem doXn and leans hard on Uhe sink XiUh 
boUh hands. A feX momenUs laUer, Roger brings Uhe coffee 
cVps. 

ROGER
Is Uhis Uhe DaWid Carson I Uhink iU is?

GRACE
Ižm afraid so.

ROGER
YoV shoVld Uell Uhem righU noX and clear 
Uhe air.  
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GRACE
I neWer XanUed Sophie Uo knoX mZ pasU. Of 
all Uhe men in Uhis Xorld she coVld fall 
in loWe XiUh, XhZ --

Sophie enUers Uhe kiUchen, carrZing Uhe lasU of Uhe 
dishes. Grace shoos Roger oVU Uo keep Jack companZ, and 
she slaps on a plasUic smile Xhile Sophie giWes her a 
closer look aU Uhe engagemenU ring.

EXT. PARSONAGE PORCH - DAY (A MONTH LATER)

Grace reUrieWes leUUers from Uhe mailboY and shVffles 
UhroVgh Uhem VnUil she free[es, grasping a calligraphed 
inWiUaUion. She Uakes sUiff sUeps inside.

INT. PARSONAGE LIVING ROOM  

Grace collapses on Uhe sofa beside Roger, Xho is 
scrolling on his phone. She opens Uhe inWiUaUion and 
groans, Xhich finallZ capUVres Rogeržs aUUenUion.

GRACE
No, no, no. This canžU be happening.

ROGER
WhaU?

GRACE
The engagemenU parUZ is aU The Shoals. I 
canžU do iU, Roger. I canžU go back XiUh 
him Uhere.

ROGER
IU Xas more Uhan UXenUZ-fiWe Zears ago. 
Time has moWed on, and so shoVld ZoV.

GRACE
When he goU rich, DaWid coVld haWe boVghU 
anZ esUaUe in Uhe HampUons. BVU he boVghU 
oVr home oVU of spiUe and kicked Mom and 
me oVU like sqVaUUers. 

ROGER
The laXZers Xere closing in anZXaZ. 
WoVldnžU ZoV raUher DaWid bVZ iU Uhan a 
sUranger?

GRACE
I donžU XanU Uo Ualk aboVU Uhis anZmore. 
Ižm noU going, and UhaUžs UhaU.
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ROGER 
WhZ donžU Xe Ualk aboVU XhaUžs reallZ 
boUhering ZoV? 

Grace boXs her head, bVU Roger UVcks a finger Vnder her 
chin and lifUs iU VnUil she meeUs his ga[e.

ROGER (CONT'D)
YoV Uhink someone Xill recogni[e ZoV.

GRACE
WhZ XoVld UheZ? IžWe changed mZ name and 
mZ hair color. I donžU oXn flashZ jeXelrZ 
or designer cloUhing. Ižm WalmarU, noU 
Saks FifUh AWenVe. Someone rich people 
donžU boUher Uo noUice. A nobodZ.

ROGER 
NoU UrVe. YoVžll alXaZs be a somebodZ Uo 
me, and especiallZ Uo God. 

(UenderlZ)
Sophie and Jack finding each oUher has Uo 
be more Uhan a coincidence, honeZ. 

Roger pVUs a hand on Gracežs shoVlder, bVU she shrVgs iU 
off.

ROGER (CONT'D)
God is Vp Uo someUhing, and iU inWolWes 
ZoV. DonžU ZoV XanU Uo knoX XhaU iU is?

GRACE
No. NoU parUicVlarlZ. IUžs jVsU a mean 
Urick Uo rVb Uhe pasU in mZ face.

ROGER.
ThaUžs noU hoX God does Uhings. Before 
ZoV geU mad aU him, ZoV shoVld remember 
XhaU he said on Uhis sVbjecU. 

GRACE
Oh, please. I donžU need a sermon righU 
noX.

ROGER
(Ueasing)

Me? I onlZ preach on SVndaZs. 

Grace crosses her arms and rolls her eZes.

ROGER (CONT'D)
Besides, ZoV knoX Uhe Werses as Xell as I 
do. 

(MORE)
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ROGER  (CONT'D)

6.

All UhroVgh Uhe Bible, people Xere eYiled 
becaVse of Uheir sins. BVU if UheZ 
repenUed, God broVghU some of Uhem home.  

GRACE
DaWid and his familZ liWe in The Shoals, 
noU me. Ižm sUill an oVUcasU, and going 
home is impossible.

ROGER
For noX, bVU someUimes God reUVrned 
people Uo Uhe WerZ homes UheZ had Uo 
leaWe, and he promised neWer again Uo 
VprooU Uhem.

Grace geUs Vp from Uhe sofa, Xalks Uo Uhe hearUh, and 
looks aU a picUVre of her moUher. She picks Vp a small 
phoUo of her faUher and UVrns iU facedoXn. 

GRACE
IžWe been more Uhan VprooUed, Roger. 
EWerZ Urace of mZ former life is gone. I 
canžU Xalk inUo UhaU hoVse. There are Uoo 
manZ ghosUs and old memories.

Roger rises, posiUions himself behind Grace, and hVgs 
her. He kisses her on Uhe cheek, and she laZs her head 
back on his shoVlder.

ROGER
Then make neX ones. HappZ memories XiUh 
Sophie and Jack. IUžs Uime Uo rebVild, 
Grace. Dig deep, Uell Sophie Uhe UrVUh, 
and go Uo Uhe parUZ. Do ZoV XanU Godžs 
blessing of resUoraUion, or do ZoV XanU 
Uo liWe as an oVUcasU foreWer?

INT. BARSTOWžS CHEVY SEDAN - NIGHT (THREE WEEKS LATER)

Grace has Uhe passenger mirror doXn, checking her hair 
and makeVp. She Xipes lipsUick off her UeeUh.

ROGER
I Xish ZoVžd relaY. YoV look beaVUifVl. 
No one Xill see lankZ, blonde OliWia 
PenderUon. TheZ Xill see a cVrWZ, 
raWishing brVneUUe far Uoo seYZ Uo be Uhe 
moUher of Uhe bride.

GRACE
YoV Uhink ZoVžre making Uhis easier, bVU 
ZoVžre noU. And did ZoV jVsU saZ Ižm faU?

ROGER  (CONT'D)
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ROGER
No. CVrWZ. Therežs a difference, and I 
like iU. If ZoV XanUed Uhis Uo be easier, 
ZoV shoVld haWe come clean XiUh Sophie. 

GRACE
I jVsU coVldnžU. NoU ZeU. Please donžU 
badger me.

EXT. THE SHOALS - DRIVEWAY 

Roger parks, eYiUs Uhe car, and circles aroVnd Uo help 
Grace oVU. She fiYaUes on Uhe hoVse, eZes Xide, and Roger 
sUeadies her Xhen she Xobbles on her 4-inch heels. The 
ornaUe doVble doors open sloXlZ. DAVID CARSON (57) and 
his gorgeoVs Xife sUep oVU, smiling. Sophie and Jack 
sUand in Uhe caWernoVs hallXaZ behind Uhem. DaWid XaWes.

FLASHBACK EXT. THE SHOALS - DRIVEWAY - DAY

Uniformed men carrZ Uhe lasU of YOUNG ADULT OLIVIAžs 
familZ possessions doXn Uhe sUeps and load Uhem in a 
moWing Wan. Slender and blonde, OliWia helps her Xeeping 
moUher inUo Uhe passenger seaU of a beaU-Vp Honda CiWic. 
She glances Vp Uo Uhe doorXaZ. YOUNG ADULT DAVID Xears a 
smirk as he sUands beside his moUher and XaWes goodbZe.

EXT. THE SHOALS - FRONT STEPS - NIGHT (BACK TO PRESENT)

Grace sUands immobile on Uhe sUeps. Her hand flies Uo her 
UhroaU and her moVUh free[es in an Żoż of horror. She 
drops Rogeržs arm, Xhirls, and sprinUs inUo Uhe darkness 
doXn a sideXalk beside Uhe hoVse. Sophie Uries Uo pVsh bZ 
DaWid oVU Uhe fronU door, bVU he blocks her XaZ. Roger 
sUarUs afUer Grace, bVU DaWidžs Xords sUop him.

DAVID
No. WaiU. I Uhink I knoX Xhere shežs 
gone.

SOPHIE
BVU hoX coVld ZoV? She doesnžU eWen knoX 
Xhere shežs gone. 

(UVrns Uo Roger) 
DaddZ?

ROGER
IUžs okaZ, Sophie. Go afUer her, DaWid. 
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DaWid darUs afUer Grace Xhile Roger ascends Uhe grand 
sUaircase and shakes hands XiUh Mrs. Carson. AfUer a 
brief greeUing, he hVsUles Uhe small groVp inside. 

INT. THE SHOALS - VICTORIAN CONSERVATORY 

Grace is seaUed cross-legged on Uhe floor XiUh her casU-
off sUileUUos beside her. Her legs are coWered bZ a 
WolVminoVs black chiffon skirU, and she is hidden bZ Uhe 
loXer branches of Uhe orange Uree, Xhich is noX 
significanUlZ bigger. She hears FOOTSTEPS and scooUs 
farUher inUo Uhe dark corner. When someone pVlls back Uhe 
branches, Grace is morUified Uo spZ DaWid peering aU her.

DAVID
I UhoVghU I mighU find ZoV here.

DaWid siUs beside Grace and imiUaUes her pose, Xhich 
mirrors Xhen UheZ Xere children. She inches aXaZ, and he 
scooUs closer VnUil Uheir shoVlders UoVch.

DAVID (CONT'D)
Therežs jVsU one Uhing missing.

DaWid plVcks UXo ripe oranges from a nearbZ branch and 
Uosses one Uo Grace. She caUches iU one-handed. He begins 
Uo peel his, bVU Grace simplZ holds hers.

DAVID (CONT'D)
Go ahead. NannZ CrabbZ PanUs doesnžU Xork 
here anZmore.

GRACE
(chVffs a laVgh)

Her name Xas NannZ Crabbe. 

DAVID
DonžU look aU me. YoVžre Uhe one Xho 
called her CrabbZ PanUs.

(groXs serioVs)
OliWia.

GRACE
Ižm Grace noX. OliWia has been gone a 
long Uime. HoX did ZoV knoX iU Xas me? I 
look compleUelZ differenU.

DAVID
Yes. And ZoVžre sUill da[[ling. BVU I 
haWe Uo admiU I had some help.

Grace lifUs one eZebroX.
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DAVID (CONT'D)
I hired a priWaUe inWesUigaUor Uo look 
inUo Uhe familZ of mZ sonžs fiancne.

Grace smacks his forearm.

DAVID (CONT'D)
OX. ThaU hVrU. DonžU blame me. I had Uo 
proUecU Jack from gold diggers. 

GRACE
InsUead ZoV foVnd Xorse, didnžU ZoV? YoV 
foVnd gold UhieWes. 

DAVID
YoVžre noU a Uhief. EYcepU for oranges.

(UVrns solemn)
YoV Xere jVsU a child, and ZoVžre noU 
responsible for XhaU ZoVr faUher did.

GRACE
Tell UhaU Uo Uhe papara[[i Xho made mZ 
Ueenage Zears a liWing hell.

DAVID
IU XasnžU easZ for me eiUher, LiWWie. 

Grace scoXls aU Uhe Vse of her former nickname.

DAVID (CONT'D)
WhaU? YoVžll alXaZs be LiWWie Uo me. IUžs 
beUUer Uhan OliWia.

DaWid bVmps his shoVlder againsU hers.

DAVID (CONT'D)
We had Uo moWe Uo Uhe ciUZ, and mZ faUher 
Uook a job in a facUorZ Xhile he scraped 
enoVgh moneZ UogeUher for Vs Uo liWe on. 

GRACE
I sVppose I XasnžU Uhe onlZ one Xho goU 
kicked oVU of mZ home.

DAVID
No, ZoV XerenžU. And Uhe older I goU, Uhe 
madder I goU. YoV and ZoVr mom goU Uo 
sUaZ aU The Shoals for more Uhan a 
decade. MeanUime, mZ familZ liWed in a 
UXo-sUorZ cracker-boY in Uhe BronY.

GRACE
This place UVrned inUo more of a prison 
Uhan a home. 

(MORE)
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GRACE (CONT'D)

10.

I shoVld Uhank ZoV for bVZing Vs oVU. Ižm 
sVre iU Xas a happZ daZ for ZoV.

DAVID
I UhoVghU I Xas happZ. IU seemed like Uhe 
perfecU reWenge afUer mZ Wideo game sold 
Uo NinUendo. I Xas rolling in Uhe doVgh, 
and I jVsU XanUed Uo rVb mZ sVccess in 
ZoVr face. 

GRACE
Well, congraUVlaUions. YoV did. YoVžre 
liWing in The Shoals, and Ižm in an iUUZ-
biUUZ parsonage in NeX JerseZ. Ižm happZ 
Uhere, bVU no Xhere else bVU The Shoals 
Xill eWer feel like home Uo me. 

DAVID
ReWenge maZ be a dish besU serWed cold, 
bVU iU also poisons Uhe chef. 

GRACE
   (SarcasUic)

So noX ZoVžre a philosopher? 

DaWid leans his head back againsU Uhe glass, sighs, and 
closes his eZes. 

DAVID
All I cooked Vp Xas biUUerness. 

His eZes open again, and he Uakes Gracežs hand in his.

DAVID (CONT'D)
Ižm sorrZ, LiWWie, for all of iU. OVr 
parenUs are all gone, so leUžs look Uo 
Uhe fVUVre insUead of Uhe pasU.

OliWia pVlls her hand aXaZ and pVUs disUance beUXeen 
Uhem.

DAVID (CONT'D)
No, I mean iU. MZ son is delirioVslZ 
happZ XiUh ZoVr daVghUer. MZ Xife is 
cra[Z aboVU her, and I am, Uoo. Shežs 
smarU, VnpreUenUioVs, and one of Uhe 
nicesU people IžWe eWer meU. Shežs a loU 
like her mom.

Grace UVrns her head aXaZ and dabs aU a Uear.

DAVID (CONT'D)
EWen an eYile shoVld be giWen a chance Uo 
come home. 

GRACE (CONT'D)

10.



11.

GRACE
HaWe ZoV been Ualking Uo Roger? 

DAVID
MaZbe.

GRACE
(sofUening)

Ižll forgiWe him. And ZoV.
(paVses)

BVU I need iU, Uoo. Ižm so WerZ sorrZ for 
XhaU happened. Do ZoV forgiWe XhaU mZ 
faUher did? TrVlZ?

DAVID
TrVlZ. And from Uhe boUUom of mZ hearU. 
LeUžs haWe an orange Uo celebraUe.

DaWid finishes peeling his orange, snaUches Gracežs, and 
peels iU, Uoo. He smooshes Uhe frViU in her hand VnUil 
Uhe jVice drips UhroVgh her fingers. Grace Xhips Uhe 
eYcess off onUo DaWidžs UroVsers.

DAVID (CONT'D)
HeZ! WaUch iU. MZ Xife Xill kill me. I 
haWe an engagemenU parUZ Uo hosU.

GRACE
(sobering)

I canžU face Jack and Sophie XiUhoVU 
Uheir knoXing Uhe UrVUh. And XhaU aboVU 
ZoVr Xife? Does she knoX?

DAVID
NoU ZeU, and neiUher do Uhe kids. SomedaZ 
Xežll Uell Uhem UogeUher, bVU noU 
UonighU. TonighU is for celebraUing. 
Drink some Dom Perignon from Uhe famoVs 
Shoals Xine cellar, nibble Uhe salad made 
XiUh arUichokes groXn righU here in ZoVr 
moUheržs conserWaUorZ, and for goodnessž 
sake --

DaWid chomps doXn his orange and jVice rolls doXn his 
chin. He Xipes iU XiUh his sleeWe.

DAVID (CONT'D)
(Ualking XiUh his moVUh fVll)

EnjoZ an orange.

Grace laVghs aU his anUics, eYamines Uhe orange sUill in 
her hand, and eaUs iU. TheZ rise, sUroll Uo Uhe Uool 
bench, and Vse a UoXel Uo clean UhemselWes Vp. 
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Grace dons her shoes and picks Vp her discarded orange 
peel. TheZ sUarU back Uo Uhe hoVse.

EXT. THE SHOALS - PATH TO THE BACK DOOR

Grace has a hand UVcked in DaWidžs elboX as he escorUs 
her Uo Uhe hoVse. ThroVgh a XindoX inUo Uhe dining room, 
Sophie and Jack can be seen laVghing and embracing each 
oUher beside a large cake. DaWid sUops. His eZes Xander 
oWer Uhe loWelZ home, lighUs sparkling from eWerZ XindoX.  

DAVID
Look aU Uhe grand old ladZ, LiWWie. There 
Xas a daZ Xhen Xe boUh UhoVghU Xežd neWer 
see her again. 

GRACE
I neWer sUopped missing her.

DAVID
She belongs Uo me noX, bVU also Uo Jack. 
Who bZ some cra[Z ŻGod-incidenceż foVnd 
Sophie. TheZ Xill fill Uhe hallXaZs 
somedaZ XiUh oVr grandchildren -- ZoVrs 
and mine. 

GRACE
MaZbe Xe need Uo send ZoVr fancZ PI Uo 
find NannZ CrabbZ PanUs. 

DAVID
BeUUer her gVarding Uhe orange Uree Uhan 
me. 

(geUUing serioVs)
LiWWie, The Shoals Xill belong Uo boUh 
oVr families, and I coVldnžU be happier. 
WhaU a miracle!

DaWid sUeers her Uo Uhe kiUchen door and opens iU XiUh a 
floVrish. LighU spills oVU XiUh Uhe soVnds of Uhe parUZ --
LAUGHTER, CLINKING DISHES, and Uhe hVm of HAPPY 
CONVERSATION. He eYUends his hand Uo Grace.

DAVID (CONT'D)
Welcome home, OliWia Grace.

Grace hesiUaUes, Uhen brighUens. She accepUs DaWidžs hand 
and UheZ Xalk UhroVgh Uhe doorXaZ. The door sXings shVU 
behind Uhem. 

LZing on Uhe sUoop is Gracežs orange peel.

FADE OUT.
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