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An angSZ Tchool cVTUodian findT
SeTUoSaUion in helping oUheST.



FADE IN

EXT. CITY SKYLINE - AFTERNOON

Final Tchool bell RINGS.

EXT. INNER CITY PUBLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL £ THURSDAY AFTERNOON

INT. HALLWAY £ AFTER SCHOOL

SUVdenUT TUop aU lockeST oS Xalk doXn Uhe hallXaZ Uo Uhe bVT 
loading aSea. The hallXaZ cleaST qVicklZ.

REGGIE JOHNSON, 58, AfSican AmeSican Tchool cVTUodian, SWEEPS 
USaTh in hallXaZ neaS Uhe Tchool'T CLUB BULLETIN BOARD. A 
flZeS foS FRIDAY CLUB hangT XiUh flZeST foS CRAFT CLUB, ANIME 
CLUB, MATH CLUB, CHESS CLUB, eUc.

Reggie SeadT Uhe clVb flZeST and ThakeT hiT head XiUh diTdain 
Xhen he TeeT Uhe FSidaZ ClVb flZeS, Xhich iT Uhe Tchool'T 
Bible clVb.

EMILY TAYLOR, 12, female XhiUe TUVdenU, and GRAYSON GREENE, 
13, male AfSican AmeSican TUVdenU, backpackT on ThoVldeST, 
SoVnd Uhe coSneS and Xalk doXn Uhe hallXaZ, UoXaSd Uhe 
bVlleUin boaSd.

TheZ STOP neaS bVlleUin boaSd.

GSaZTon CARRIES a coVple of diTmanUled CARDBOARD BOXES VndeS 
hiT aSm.

EMILY
Coming Uo FSidaZ ClVb UomoSSoX?

GSaZTon SHRUGS.

EmilZ and GSaZTon conUinVe WALKING doXn Uhe hall. TheZ PASS 
Reggie Xho iT TUill TXeeping.

Reggie GLARES aU GSaZTon and Uhe caSdboaSd aT GSaZTon paTTeT 
bZ.

REGGIE
(meanlZ)

WhaU'T UhaU, kid?

EmilZ and GSaZTon STOP, VnTVSe Xhom Reggie iT addSeTTing.
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Reggie MOVES UoXaSd GSaZTon in a menacing XaZ. He LOOKS 
beUXeen GSaZTon'T face and Uhe diTmanUled caSdboaSd boYeT 
VndeS hiT aSm.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
(angSilZ)

I aTked ZoV a qVeTUion.

GSaZTon LOOKS aU Uhe boYeT.

GRAYSON
TheTe?

REGGIE
Yeah!

GRAYSON
(TVSpSiTed)

IU'T caSdboaSd. FoS a pSojecU.

REGGIE
YoV TUealin' iU?

GRAYSON
No! Makin' a Globe TheaUeS.

BEGIN FLASHBACK:

INT. REGGIE'S DINING ROOM - MORNING

The dining Uable iT piled high XiUh GLUE, PAINT, 
PAINTBRUSHES, SCISSORS, and mVlUiple Ti[eT of cVU caSdboaSd.

Reggie and GARRETT, 10, SIT beTide each oUheS neaS a WINDOW. 
TheZ CREATE a caSdboaSd model of Uhe ciUZ TkZline UheZ Tee 
oVUTide Uhe XindoX. SVnlighU SHINES on Uhe ciUZ TkZline 
oVUTide Uhe XindoX.

Reggie CUTS caSdboaSd pieceT XiUh a BOX CUTTER and HANDS Uhe 
pieceT Uo GaSSeUU. GaSSeUU PAINTS Tome pieceT and GLUES 
oUheST pieceT onUo Uhe model ciUZ.

Reggie WATCHES hiT Ton XoSk, Uhen he SMILES.

END FLASHBACK.

INT. INNER CITY PUBLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL - THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Reggie REALIZES he haT been TUaSing aU GSaZTon.
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REGGIE
Well, go on.

EmilZ and GSaZTon WALK doXn Uhe hallXaZ UoXaSd Uhe fSonU 
dooST of Uhe Tchool.

INT. TEACHER'S LOUNGE - FRIDAY £ LUNCH TIME

Some UeacheST TUand. Some TiU. MoTU aSe USZing Uo eaU and 
Tociali[e qVicklZ befoSe UheiS lVnch iT oWeS. MR. MCCALL, 38, 
an AfSican AmeSican maUh UeacheS, TiUT neaS MS. FRANKLIN, 32, 
an ATian-AmeSican EngliTh UeacheS. The eaU UheiS lVncheT and 
Ualk.

MR. MCCALL
Teaching ShakeTpeaSe UhiT ZeaS?

MS. FRANKLIN
Yeah. TSZing Uo bVild Tome 
backgSoVnd knoXledge befoSe Xe 
TUaSU "Romeo and JVlieU."

MS. McCall and MT. FSanklin boUh EAT a feX biUeT.

Reggie ENTERS loVnge and TAKES hiT lVnch fSom Uhe 
SefSigeSaUoS. He SITS aU a neaSbZ Uable and EATS.

MR. MCCALL
YoV coming Uo FSidaZ ClVb afUeS 
Tchool?

MS. FRANKLIN
Planning Uo be UheSe.

Reggie GLARES aU MS. McCall.

School bell RINGS.

MS. FRANKLIN (CONT'D)
(in heS beTU 
ShakeTpeaSean EngliTh)

"We aSe Uime'T TVbjecUT, and Uime 
bidT be gone."

MR. MCCALL
ShakeTpeaSe?

MT. FSanklin NODS.

TeacheST and TUaff membeST qVicklZ THROW AWAY UheiS USaTh.

MT. FSanklin and MS. McCall EXIT Uhe UeacheS'T loVnge.
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Reggie STANDS and THROWS AWAY hiT USaTh, bVU he keepT hiT 
caSdboaSd lVnch conUaineS.

He Uhen DIGS in RECYCLE BIN and PULLS OUT Tmall pieceT of 
caSdboaSd. He GATHERS Uhem in a bag and EXITS Uhe UeacheS'T 
loVnge.

INT. £ MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH CLASSROOM £ AFTER SCHOOL FRIDAY

UpbeaU WORSHIP MUSIC PLAYS. EmilZ, GSaZTon, MT. FSanklin, and 
fifUeen Uo UXenUZ oUheS TUVdenUT EAT TnackT and TALK in 
gSoVpT.

A mechanical HUM iT heaSd oVUTide in Uhe hallXaZ.

Reggie pVSpoTefVllZ VTeT a FLOOR POLISHER in Uhe empUZ 
hallXaZ oVUTide MS. McCall'T open claTTSoom dooS.

MS. McCall SHUTS Uhe dooS Uo block oVU Uhe noiTe, and Uhen 
WALKS Uo fSonU of Uhe claTTSoom.

MR. MCCALL
(loVdlZ)

Welcome Uo FSidaZ ClVb, eWeSZone, 
leU'T geU TUaSUed.

MS. McCall loXeST Uhe MUSIC and TiUT in a CHAIR in Uhe fSonU 
of Uhe claTTSoom.

The TUVdenUT SIT in DESKS neaS Uhe fSonU of Uhe Soom.

MT. FSanklin STANDS in Uhe back.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
AnZone eWeS had a fighU?

MS. McCall PAUSES.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
Me, Uoo.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
HeSe'T mZ life. FSom UhiT moSning.

MS. McCall STANDS.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
ThoVghU I'd be nice, To I XaThed a 
load of cloUheT. I pVU eWeSZUhing 
in UheSe...mZ cloUheT, mZ Xife'T 
cloUheT, Uhe babZ'T cloUheT, Toap.

TXo TUVdenUT SHAKE UheiS headT in EMBARRASSMENT.
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MS. McCall REACTS.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
WhaU?

The TUVdenUT LAUGH.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
NoX, I knoX. All Toap iT noU 
cSeaUed eqVal!

MS. McCall PAUSES.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
IU'T a fVnnZ TUoSZ, bVU I didn'U 
like feeling TepaSaUed fSom mZ 
Xife. I called heS aU lVnch and 
apologi[ed.

MS. McCall PAUSES again.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
AnZone knoX XhaU UhaU'T called?

EmilZ RAISES heS hand.

MR. MCCALL (CONT'D)
EmilZ?

EMILY
ReTUoSaUion?

A TeSieT of BANGS hiUT Uhe cloTed claTTSoom dooS. IU'T Reggie 
and hiT flooS poliTheS inUenUionallZ HITTING Uhe dooS.

MS. McCall IGNORES Uhe loVd bangT.

MR. MCCALL
Yeah, SeTUoSaUion.

EMILY
BVU XhZ doeTn'U iU eWeS laTU?

EmilZ WALKS Uo a WINDOW in Uhe back of Uhe claTTSoom and 
LOOKS OUT oWeS Uhe blighUed inneS ciUZ XiUh iUT SVndoXn, 
empUZ bVildingT.

EmilZ TURNS AROUND Uo face Uo MS. McCall.

EMILY (CONT'D)
WheSe'T Uhe SeTUoSaUion heSe?

MS. McCall PICKS UP a Bible.
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EmilZ WALKS back Uo heS TeaU.

MR. MCCALL
ThiT book anTXeST UhaU qVeTUion.

On heS XaZ back Uo heS deTk, EmilZ accidenUallZ SPILLS heS 
SODA onUo Uhe flooS.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - FRIDAY AFTERNOON

MT. FSanklin WALKS Uo Uhe dooS and openT iU. She WAVES Uo 
Reggie. The HUM of Uhe flooS TXeepeS STOPS.

MS. FRANKLIN
(Uo Reggie)

GoU anZ moSe papeS UoXelT?

Reggie WALKS doXn hall Uo a laSge TUoSage cloTeU.

MT. FSanklin FOLLOWS Reggie.

Reggie UNLOCKS Uhe TUoSage cloTeU, almoTU cloTing Uhe dooS 
behind him. 

INT. JANITOR CLOSET - FRIDAY AFTERNOON

He GRABS a PACK of papeS UoXelT and a BOTTLE of cleaning 
TpSaZ.

A CARDBOARD MODEL of UheiS ciUZ SITS on a Uable in Uhe 
TUoSage cloTeU amongTU boUUleT of mopT, bVckeUT, and old 
WacVVm cleaneST. BeTide Uhe model ciUZ, UheSe'T a PHOTOGRAPH 
of GaSSeUU. All Uhe ciUZ'T bVildingT aSe PAINTED and VIBRANT. 
TheSe aSe UinZ coloSfVl floXeST and planUT in fSonU of Uhe 
caSdboaSd Tchool.

MT. FSanklin GLANCES inUo Uhe cloTeU, bVU The cannoU Tee 
mVch.

Reggie MOVES UoXaSd Uhe dooS XiUh cleaning TVpplieT. He HANDS 
cleaning TVpplieT Uo MT. FSanklin.

MS. FRANKLIN
WaT UhaU caSdboaSd in UheSe?

AU fiSTU, Reggie IGNORES heS qVeTUion, Uhen he decideT Uo 
anTXeS iU.

Reggie CLOSES and LOCKS cloTeU dooS.

Reggie and MT. FSanklin WALK back UoXaSd MS. McCall'T 
claTTSoom.

6.



7.

REGGIE
Yeah.

MS. FRANKLIN
If ZoV eWeS haWe anZ eYUSa, Xe 
coVld VTe iU.

MS. McCall WALKS doXn Uhe hall and MEETS Reggie and MT. 
FSanklin.

MR. MCCALL
We goU iU all cleaned Vp.

GSaZTon WALKS inUo hallXaZ and SPEAKS Uo MS. McCall.

GRAYSON
(In a SVTh)

We need moSe papeS UoXelT. Spilled 
mZ dSink, Uoo.

Reggie NOTICES GSaZTon.

REGGIE
C'mon, kid.

Reggie and GSaZTon WALK back doXn Uhe hall.

Reggie UNLOCKS and OPENS Uhe cloTeU dooS. He ENTERS Uhe 
cloTeU and PICKS UP anoUheS pack of papeS UoXelT. He STARTS 
TO HAND Uhe pack of papeS UoXelT Uo GSaZTon, bVU Uhen he 
PAUSES.

GSaZTon SEES Uhe caSdboaSd ciUZ fSom Uhe dooSXaZ. He alTo 
SEES TUackT of caSdboaSd on ThelWeT and leaning againTU one 
of Uhe XallT. Then, GSaZTon NOTICES Uhe phoUogSaph of 
GaSSeUU.

GSaZTon LOOKS aU Reggie, Uhen back aU Uhe phoUogSaph. Then, 
GSaZTon LOOKS aU Uhe caSdboaSd ciUZ.

GRAYSON
IT UhaU ZoVS Ton?

Reggie, TUill HOLDING pack of papeS UoXelT, LOOKS doXn aU Uhe 
flooS. He haT finallZ leU Tomeone ENTER hiT pSiWaUe XoSld.

Reggie SLOWLY NODS.

GSaZTon LOOKS again aU caSdboaSd ciUZ.

GRAYSON (CONT'D)
YoV bVild UhaU?

Reggie NODS and TloXlZ FACES GSaZTon.
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GSaZTon MOVES cloTeS Uo Uhe caSdboaSd ciUZ.

GRAYSON (CONT'D)
LookT jVTU like Uhe ciUZ, bVU 
beUUeS.

GSaZTon REACHES OUT and TOUCHES WaSioVT caSdboaSd bVildingT, 
TignT, caST, eUc.

GRAYSON (CONT'D)
YoV make oUheS TUVff?

Reggie PUTS DOWN Uhe pack of papeS UoXelT and MOVES UoXaSd 
Uhe caSdboaSd ciUZ.

REGGIE
UTed Uo.

Reggie PICKS UP Uhe phoUogSaph of GaSSeUU. He HOLDS iU neYU 
Uo GSaZTon. The SeTemblance beUXeen Uhe UXo iT TUSiking.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
Man!

GSaZTon LOOKS aU phoUogSaph.

GRAYSON
Who'T UhaU?

Reggie HESITATES, Uhen decideT Uo SPEAK.

REGGIE
MZ Ton. GaSSeUU.

GRAYSON
Cool.

REGGIE
We VTed Uo, ZoV knoX....

GRAYSON
BVild TUVff?

Reggie'T mood LIGHTENS aT he REMEMBERS GaSSeUU.

REGGIE
We coVldn'U XaiU foS USaTh daZ. All 
UhaU TUVff people geU Sid of. 
BicZcle XheelT, SemoUe conUSol 
caST, Xooden ThelWeT....

Reggie iT ANIMATED.
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REGGIE (CONT'D)
One Uime, Xe bVilU a TkaUecZcle!

GRAYSON
A XhaU?

REGGIE
(EYciUed)

PaSU TkaUeboaSd, paSU bicZcle. I'll 
ThoX ZoV.

Reggie GRABS a PAD OF PAPER and a PENCIL fSom a Thelf. He 
Uhen SKETCHES a SoVgh TkaUecZcle.

GRAYSON
ThaU'T cool!

GRAYSON (CONT'D)
(Changing Uhe TVbjecU)

HoX old iT he?

WiUh UhaU qVeTUion, Reggie CLOSES DOWN again. GSief OVERCOMES 
Reggie. TeaST FORM in hiT eZeT. He PUTS DOWN Uhe pad and 
papeS.

REGGIE
(TofUlZ)

WaT he.

GSaZTon TAKES hiT cVe fSom Reggie and STOPS aTking qVeTUionT.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
(SofUlZ)

He'd be aboVU ZoVS age noX.

Reggie LOOKS again aU Uhe phoUogSaph and Uhen aU GSaZTon.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
YoV look jVTU like him.

GSaZTon REALIZES Reggie'T Ton iT dead.

Reggie and GSaZTon SHARE a qVieU momenU of SeWeSence aT 
Reggie SHOWS GSaZTon Uhe phoUogSaph of hiT Ton.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - FRIDAY AFTERNOON

MS. McCall POKES hiT head oVU of Uhe dooS of hiT claTTSoom.

MR. MCCALL 
(loVdlZ)

GoU UhoTe papeS UoXelT?
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INT. JANITOR'S CLOSET - FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Reggie PUTS DOWN Uhe phoUogSaph and EXITS hiT XoSld of 
memoSieT. He RETURNS Uo Uhe pSeTenU XoSld. He TUill HOLDS Uhe 
pack of papeS UoXelT, Xhich he HANDS Uo GSaZTon.

REGGIE
(GSVfflZ)

Go clean Vp UhaU Tpill.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - FRIDAY AFTERNOON

GSaZTon EXITS Uhe cloTeU and WALKS doXn Uhe hallXaZ UoXaSd 
MS. McCall'T claTTSoom.

Reggie ENTERS Uhe cloTeU again, bVU Uhen he RETURNS Uo Uhe 
hallXaZ.

REGGIE
HeZ, kid!

GSaZTon TURNS AROUND.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
YoV finiTh ZeU?

GSaZTon GIVES Reggie a "WhaU? I'm goin'" look.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
Nah, man. ThaU globe Uhing.

GSaZTon PAUSES foS a momenU. He iT SURPRISED Reggie XoVld aTk 
him aboVU hiT Globe TheaUeS pSojecU.

GSaZTon SHAKES hiT head.

Reggie MOVES TlighUlZ UoXaSd GSaZTon.

REGGIE (CONT'D)
Need help?

GRAYSON
Can'U geU Uhe balconZ SighU.

Reggie SEES Uhe flooS poliTheS TUill oVUTide MS. McCall'T 
claTTSoom. He WALKS UoXaSd iU, Xhich iT alTo neaS XheSe 
GSaZTon iT TUanding.

Reggie UNPLUGS flooS TXeepeS and COILS Uhe coSd aSoVnd Uhe 
handle.
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REGGIE
(SofUlZ)

I'We made a balconZ befoSe.

GSaZTon PAUSES foS a momenU.

Reggie WAITS beTide flooS poliTheS.

GRAYSON
YoV goU PopTicle TUickT?

Reggie nodT.

REGGIE
TeacheST giWe me all UheiS TUVff.

GRAYSON
IU'T dVe WedneTdaZ.

REGGIE
YoV XoSk on iU in claTT?

GRAYSON
Yeah, in MT. FSanklin'T.

Reggie MOVES Uhe flooS poliTheS doXn Uhe hallXaZ UoXaSd Uhe 
cloTeU.

GSaZTon, Uaking hiT cVe fSom Reggie, WALKS UoXaSd MS. 
McCall'T dooS. GSaZTon STOPS and TURNS AROUND.

GRAYSON (CONT'D)
MS. Reggie?

Reggie TURNS AROUND.

REGGIE
WhaU?

GRAYSON
Wanna come Uo FSidaZ ClVb?

Reggie THINKS foS a momenU. He NODS a feX UimeT.

He LOOKS doXn aU Uhe flooS poliTheS.

REGGIE
WaiU foS me. I Xanna Xalk in XiUh 
ZoV.

FADE OUT.
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