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FADE IN.

INT. MELANIE'S CAR. DAY

MELANIE, (42), driWes Vp Uo Sonoma CoVnUZ from San Francisco 
Xhere she has been sUaZing for Uhe pasU UXo Zears Uaking care 
of her elderlZ faUher. She calls her esUranged hVsband, 
DAVID,(42).

DAVID (V.O.)
HeZ, Mel..

MELANIE
Hi...I'm on mZ XaZ Vp Uhere. I Xas 
Xondering if ZoV'd meeU me aU Uhe 
loU.

DAVID (V.O.)
TodaZ?

MELANIE
Yeah, saZ aroVnd 1:30?

DAVID (V.O.)
SVre, I can make...iU'll be nice Uo 
see ZoV. EWerZUhing done aU ZoVr 
dad's?

MELANIE
Yep, closed escroX lasU Xeek, and 
eWerZUhing is oVUUa Uhe hoVse.

DAVID (V.O.)
WoX...UhaU Xas a big job. AnZXaZ, 
Xe can Ualk Xhen ZoV geU here.

MELANIE
OK, see ZoV soon.

EXT. SANTA ROSA HOUSE SITE. DAY

She meeUs DaWe aU Uhe properUZ. The Urees are sUill charred 
from Uhe fire nearlZ foVr Zears prior. Weeds and debris haWe 
oWerrVn Uhe foVndaUion and Uhere are large piles of debris in 
Uhe backZard. Melanie pVlls inUo Uhe driWeXaZ, DaWe is 
alreadZ Uhere. She geUs oVU of Uhe car. IU's been almosU a 
Zear since UheZ'We seen each oUher. NeiUher knoX Xhere UheZ 
are aU XiUh each oUher.



2.

MELANIE
HeZ,

(she hVgs him, aXkXardlZ)
HoX are ZoV?

DAVID
(he kisses her cheek)

I'm good...ZoV?

MELANIE
I'm alrighU...hoX's Xork going?

DAVID
IU's going...no changes, I sVppose 
UhaU's good. Some sUabiliUZ, righU?

MELANIE
Yeah, UhaU's UrVe.

(beaU)
HeZ...I Xas Uhinking...I'd like Uo 
Vse mZ inheriUance Uo rebVild Uhe 
place.

DAVID
(Uaken aback)

ReallZ? I UhoVghU Xe Xere gonna 
jVsU sell Uhe loU.

MELANIE
Yeah, I UhoVghU so Uoo...bVU, I 
don'U Uhink I Xanna leU Uhis place 
go. IU's oVr place.

DAVID
IU Xas oVr place. I don'U knoX, 
Mel...iU's reallZ painfVl Uo eWen 
be here noX. If Xe are sUill "Xe", 
maZbe Xe shoVld make a fresh sUarU 
someXhere else?

MELANIE
IU's jVsU...I'We been Uhinking, 
Uhis is Uhe onlZ place I feel close 
Uo him...noU his graWe, bVU here, 
Xhere he liWed.

DAVID
(looks aU her UenderlZ, 
bVU disUanU)

Mel, Mel...Xe haWe so mVch Xork Uo 
do Uo rebVild "Vs". RebVilding Uhis 
hoVse mighU end eWerZUhing..for 
good.
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MELANIE
BVU, DaWe...don'U ZoV Xanna Uake a 
chance. I knoX Uhings haWe been 
UoVgh Uhe pasU coVple Zears, I'We 
noU been Uhere for ZoV, bVU...I 
didn'U knoX I'd haWe Uo Uake care 
of mZ dad..righU afUer losing 
DannZ. I coVldn'U deal XiUh 
eWerZUhing...bVU I reallZ do feel 
UhaU rebVilding oVr hoVse Xill help 
Vs. RebVild "Vs".

DAVID
(approaches her and hVgs 
her)

I'm noU Uoo sVre aboVU UhaU...bVU, 
OK, I'll Uhink aboVU iU.

DaWe Xalks aroVnd Uhe loU. 

DAVID (CONT'D)
YoV'll need Uo Ualk Uo a conUracUor 
for sVre, jVsU Uo see hoX mVch 
Xe're looking aU. YoV knoX all Uhe 
insVrance moneZ's gone.

MELANIE
Yeah, I knoX.

DAVID
ShoVld I call Chris?

MELANIE
Oh Zeah...he's close, local. Yes, 
Uhanks...reallZ, Uhank ZoV.

DAVID
Where ZoV sUaZing?

MELANIE
I'm jVsU gonna go Uo Uhe cabin and 
sUaZ Uhere for aXhile. I don'U 
Uhink Brian Xill mind.

DAVID
I'd offer ZoV Uhe coVch aU mZ 
sisUer's, bVU iU's preUUZ croXded 
oWer Uhere.

MELANIE
IU's OK, Uell her I saZ hello.

DAVID
Tell ZoVr broUher I saZ hi Uoo.
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(MORE)
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TheZ boUh geU inUo Uheir cars and driWe off.

INT. LOCAL STARBUCKS. DAY (A MONTH LATER)

Melanie and DaWe meeU XiUh CHRIS, a general conUracUor, Uo go 
oWer Uheir projecU. Chris carries a roll of plans, and 
Melanie has file folders. These are spread oVU on a Uable in 
Uhe resUaVranU.

MELANIE
So, ZoV goU Uhe original plans from 
Uhe CiUZ?

CHRIS
Yeah, ZoVr original hoVse Xasn'U 
UhaU old, and Xe can rebVild iU 
preUUZ mVch Uhe XaZ iU Xas. Good 
Uhing iU Xasn'U Uoo big...Uhe cosUs 
coVld be high.

(looking aU Uhe plans)
The foVndaUion is in UacU and Uhe 
siUe VUiliUies jVsU need cleaning 
Vp.

DAVID
Mel, do ZoV XanU Uo change 
anZUhing?

MELANIE
NoU reallZ, bVU Xe mighU as Xell 
Vpgrade some Xhile Xe're aU iU.

CHRIS
I'We draXn Vp a consUrVcUion 
conUracU,

(pVlls oVU docVmenUs)
I Xill rebVild Uhe hoVse according 
Uo Uhe original plans. The cosU 
Xill be approYimaUelZ $325,000.00.

DAVID
WoX...

MELANIE
WoX is righU!

CHRIS
BVilding cosUs haWe skZrockeUed 
since Uhe fire. All of Vs are sVper 
bVsZ, bVU becaVse iU's ZoV gVZs, Xe 
Xill schedVle ZoV in righU aXaZ. 

(MORE)
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CHRIS (CONT'D)
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If Xe geU sUarUed righU aXaZ, Xe 
can haWe Uhe eYUerior done before 
Uhe rain.

DAVID
Mel? Is Uhis XhaU ZoV reallZ XanU 
Uo do? I mean, Xe can XaiU.

MELANIE
WaiU? WaiU for XhaU? IU's been foVr 
Zears, and Xe'We had no home, 
righU?

DAVID
Yeah...bVU...neWer mind, Xe can 
Ualk aboVU UhaU laUer.

MELANIE
(looking aU him, 
VndersUanding)

Yeah, UhaU Xe can Ualk aboVU laUer.
(Uo Chris)

Yes, leU's do iU. Where do Xe sign?

Melanie and DaWe read oWer Uhe conUracU, and sign. TheZ 
conUinVe Uo look oWer Uhe plans and discVss oUher aspecUs of 
Uhe projecU.

CONSTRUCTION MONTAGE.

Melanie and DaWe help consUrVcUion creX clean Vp Uhe siUe. 
ConsUrVcUion Urailer arriWes.

TrVcks of sVpplies arriWe aU Uhe projecU.

Melanie and DaWe aU a resUaVranU going oWer floor samples. 
DaWe is disUanU Xhile Melanie is animaUed and eYciUed.

Melanie alone aU Uhe projecU XaUching Uhe framing going Vp. 
She checks her XaUch, makes a call Uo DaWe, he doesn'U 
ansXer.

Melanie aU Uhe job siUe, Uhree monUhs haWe passed and Uhe 
eYUerior of Uhe hoVse is almosU compleUe.

Melanie in Uhe inside of Uhe sUrVcUVre, looking aU Uhe 
bVilding process. Melanie sUrings Vp some ChrisUmas lighUs.

INT. LOCAL RESTAURANT. DAY

Melanie XaiUs for DaWe aU a Uable. She drinks her coffee, 
looking aU painU sXaUches. DaWe enUers.

CHRIS (CONT'D)
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MELANIE
HeZ, hoX's iU going? I haWe Uhe 
painU sXaUches.

DAVID
Hold on.

(he XaWes doXn Uhe 
XaiUress)

Can I geU a cVp of coffee?

WAITRESS
SVre...here's a menV.

DAVID
No, Uhanks, I'm noU sUaZing.

MELANIE
(XaiUs for Uhe XaiUress 
Uo leaWe)

WhaU's going on? We need Uo pick 
Uhe colors.

DAVID
Mel...I can'U do Uhis anZmore. 
HaWen'U ZoV eWen noUiced I haWen'U 
been aroVnd?

MELANIE
Yeah...Zeah. WhZ?

DAVID
BecaVse, Uhis projecU is Uoo 
oWerXhelming.

MELANIE
HoX so?

(beaU)
The consUrVcUion, DannZ...or me?

DAVID
I don'U care aboVU Uhe 
consUrVcUion, and Zes, I can'U help 
bVU see him rVnning aroVnd UhaU 
Zard. And UhaU's reallZ hard. BVU 
eWen UhaU I can deal XiUh...iU's 
ZoV. And iU's ChrisUmas, and I haWe 
noUhing...I feel so losU.

MELANIE
I see...

(pinching back Uears)
WhaU, XhaU aboVU me? WhaU haWe I 
done?
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DAVID
IU's noU XhaU ZoV'We done...IU's 
jVsU ZoV're more concerned aboVU 
UhaU hoVse...Uhan aboVU Vs. I'We 
been XaiUing, XaiUing a long Uime 
Uo see if Uhere is anZ "Vs" 
anZmore. And I UhoVghU Uhis projecU 
XoVld bring Vs closer. BVU, iU's 
like I'We losU ZoV Uo Uhis, I don'U 
knoX, Uhis phanUom.

WaiUress reUVrns XiUh DaWe's coffee.

WAITRESS
(Uo Melanie)

ReadZ Uo order?

MELANIE
(holding back Uears)

Uhm...jVsU an English mVffin, 
Uhanks. More coffee Uoo, please.

WaiUress leaWes Uable.

MELANIE (CONT'D)
(reaches oVU Uo his hand, 
bVU he pVlls iU aXaZ)

Uhm...I can'U sUop noX..Xe're 
almosU done.

DAVID
Well, I can, I can'U do Uhis 
anZmore...ZoV'll haWe Uo finish 
XiUhoVU me.

MELANIE
DaWe..DaWe...iU's noU jVsU for 
me...iU is for Vs.

DAVID
ThaU's XhaU ZoV Uhink; ZoV knoX, I 
Xasn'U reallZ keen on Uhe idea. 
NoX, I go Vp Uhere, and ZoV are 
immersed in Uhe projecU, and I 
can'U geU mZ bearings.

MELANIE
WhaU can I do? HoX can I help?

DAVID
NoUhing...I haWe Uo figVre iU oVU.

MELANIE
BVU...Vs?
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DAVID
(shaking his head)

I reallZ don'U knoX.
(beaU)

AnZXaZ, I goUUa go. We'll Ualk 
soon.

DaWe gVlps doXn Uhe lasU of his coffee, and leaWes XiUhoVU a 
hVg or kiss. Melanie XaUches him leaWe and driWe off.

INT. NEW HOUSE. DAY

Melanie oWersees Uhe finishing Xork in Uhe hoVse. The floor 
is being pVU doXn, and Melanie is cleaning Vp Uhe neX 
appliances. Chris comes in.

CHRIS
HeZ, hoX are ZoV? I haWen'U seen 
ZoV aroVnd.

MELANIE
Ya, I goU a job. I figVred iU Xas 
Uime.

CHRIS
Cool. Well, Xe are UoUallZ on 
schedVle, and I Uhink Xe'll pVll 
oVU of here in aboVU Uhree Xeeks. 
YoV readZ Uo moWe in?

MELANIE
I gVess so. Nice noU Uo haWe Uo paZ 
sUorage anZmore, and mZ broUher 
Xill be glad Uo geU Uhe cabin back 
Uo himself.

CHRIS
And DaWe?

MELANIE
I don'U knoX.

(near Uears)
I don'U knoX...I maZ haWe pVshed 
him Uoo far.

CHRIS
Melanie...ZoV gVZs haWe been 
UhroVgh so mVch, I'll be praZing 
for ZoV. I hope ZoV gVZs can Xork 
iU oVU. HeZ, and Uhanks for Uhe 
Xork.
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MELANIE
Thank ZoV, Chris, Uhanks for being 
a friend, and for being his friend. 
He reallZ needs one.

CHRIS
I'll go see him, and drop off a seU 
of keZs for him. Is UhaU OK?

MELANIE
SVre, I don'U knoX if he'll XanU 
'em. BVU maZbe iU'll help.

(looking aroVnd)
YoV gVZs did a greaU job. IU's 
perfecU.

CHRIS
Thanks.

EXT. DOWNTOWN SANTA ROSA, DAY

Melanie Xalks Uo DaWe's office. She enUers.

INT. DAVE'S OFFICE RECEPTION AREA. DAY

Melanie Xalks sUraighU Uo DaWe's office. Melanie greeUs 

SUSIE (��), DaWe's admin assisUanU.

MELANIE
Hi SVsie...he knoXs I'm coming.

SUSIE
I knoX, he Uold 
me...CongraUVlaUions on Uhe neX 
hoVse.

MELANIE
Thank ZoV, SVsie!

INT. DAVE'S OFFICE. DAY

DaWe sees her, and XaWes her Uo siU doXn Xhile he finishes 
his call. DaWe hangs Vp Uhe phone.

MELANIE
HeZ...Chris said he dropped off mZ 
keZs here Uoo.

DAVID
Yeah, UheZ're here...HoX's iU 
going?
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MELANIE
Good...jVsU bVsZ XiUh Uhis neX job.

(beaU)
HaWe ZoV gone bZ?

DAVID
No...I haWen'U. This is ZoVr Uhing, 
Mel. I'm gonna...

MELANIE
WaiU..XaiU...jVsU see Uhe place 
before ZoV make a permanenU 
decision. Please.

DAVID
I can'U, iU's Uoo laUe.

DaWe opens his desk draXer, and hands her Uhe keZs and an 
enWelope Xhich conUain diWorce papers.

MELANIE
(in Uears, looking aU Uhe 
enWelope)

ReallZ...reallZ?

DAVID
I can'U geU iU UogeUher...aU leasU 
I can leU ZoV go.

MELANIE
BVU I don'U XanU Uo be leU go.

DAVID
Mel...don'U make iU harder. Go see 
ZoVr hoVse.

MELANIE
(hVrU)

IU's OUR hoVse, DaWid.

Melanie grabs Uhe enWelope and keZs, and leaWes XiUhoVU 
saZing anoUher Xord.

INT. MELANIE'S CAR. DAY

Melanie driWes across UoXn Uo Uhe neX hoVse, crZing. She 
makes her XaZ Uo Uhe driWeXaZ and parks. She geUs oVU of Uhe 
car.
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EXT. NEW HOUSE. DAY

Melanie looks aU her neX hoVse XiUh Uears sUreaming doXn her 
face. She Xalks aroVnd Uhe perimeUer. She goes UhroVgh Uhe 
side gaUe Uo Uhe backZard. She UVrns Uhe aroVnd Uhe corner Uo 
Uhe backZard and a boXer of ZelloX daffodils bloX and XaWe in 
Uhe Xind.

MELANIE
WhaU?

She rVshes Uo Uhem and planUs her face in Uhe blossoms. She 
rVns back Uo her car and speeds aXaZ.

EXT. DOWNTOWN SANTA ROSA, DAY

Melanie parks her car. She rVns Uo DaWe's office.

INT. DAVE'S OFFICE RECEPTION AREA. DAY

She rVns inUo Uhe office.

MELANIE
Hi SVsie...

Melanie rVns pasU SVsie Uo DaWe's office.

INT. DAVE'S OFFICE. DAY

Melanie barges inUo DaWe's office. DaWe UVrns aroVnd in his 
chair. Melanie is oVU of breaUh, flVshed bVU gloXing.

MELANIE
DaWe, ZoV haWe Uo come, ZoV haWe Uo 
come righU noX.

DAVID
I'm in Uhe middle of someUhing.

MELANIE
No, ZoV goUUa come NOW.

DAVID
WhaU, XhaU is iU?

MELANIE
(Xeeping)

IU's Uhe daffodils. IU's Uhe 
daffodils, DaWe.
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DAVID
(near Uears)

The ones he planUed.

Melanie nodded, sobbing.

MELANIE
The Urailer Xas Uhere, and all Uhe 
garbage. I forgoU all aboVU Uhem. 
Oh DaWe..oVr liUUle boZ.

DaWe geUs Vp and embraces her. TheZ Xeep UogeUher.

EXT. NEW HOUSE BACKYARD. DAY

Melanie and DaWid sUand oWer Uhe daffodil paUch liUUle DannZ 
planUed fiWe Zears earlier.

MELANIE
Remember XhaU he said? Remember?

DAVID
Ya, I Uold him UheZ XoVld come back 
eWerZ Zear, and he said

(Xiping aXaZ his Uears)
and he said, "EWen Xhen I groX Vp 
and go aXaZ, ZoV Xill alXaZs 
remember me Xhen ZoV see Uhem."

Melanie hVgs DaWe, and he hVgs her back UighUlZ. DaWe pVUs 
his hands aroVnd Melanie's face, Xiping her Uears XiUh his 
UhVmbs. He kisses her loWinglZ. Then hVgs her.

DAVID (CONT'D)
I'm so sorrZ aboVU Uhe papers...rip 
'em Vp. I didn'U knoX XhaU Uo do.

MELANIE
IU's OK..I VndersUand, iU's been so 
hard.

TheZ embrace. DaWe UVrns Uo look aU Uhe hoVse.

DAVID
(grabbing her hand)

Well, leU's go see oVr hoVse!

Melanie and DaWe Xalk Uo Uhe fronU of Uhe hoVse, hand in 
hand, and go in.

FADE OUT.
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