THE LAWN BOY
by
15- DE10- W60
After the death of their parents,

two adult siblings westle with howto
best care for their dependent brother.



FADE | N.

H GH ANGLE SHOT of young SHERMAN (12) | ooking up. G een grass
beneath him He squints as SUNLI GHT streanms down through
the trees.

TODD (V. 0)
He's still just a kid really.

CUT TGO
I NT. BETH S HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Sherman's siblings TODD and BETH (both m d-20s) sit at the
table. They | ook stressed. Beth is 7 nonths pregnant.

BETH
| know. But he's not hel pl ess, Todd.

TODD
new this was comng. | need to
the man now and | ook after him
s

ny j ob.

k

|

be
It
CUT TGO

EXT. STREET

Sherman | ooks up at something. SFX: A KITTEN MEWNG He
smles as he spots the ani mal quivering on a branch above
him He quickly scales the tree.

BETH (V. Q)
Mom and Dad wanted us both to take
care of him

Sherman rescues the kitten and clinbs effortlessly back down.
MRS. SINGLETON and her young daughter BRENDA wait at the
bottom The girl hugs Sherman as he hands her the kitten.

BRENDA
Thank you, Sherman! Thank you so
nmuch!

MRS. SI NGLETON
That's the second time this week
you' ve cone to our rescue, Shernan
You're a regular hero, aren't you?

SHERVAN
(bl ushi ng)
You betcha, Ms. Singleton! I'mthe

man!

CUT TGO



I NT. BETH S HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Beth makes tea. Todd gets out cups, mlk and sugar.

TODD
You and Neil have enough on your
plate with a baby comng. | know
noney is tight for you guys. You
can't. ..

BETH

W can manage it. And we've got
each other. But you can't handle
Sher man by yoursel f.

TODD
| make a good living, Beth. And I
can hire someone to hel p.

BETH
A stranger? No, Todd. Shernan
bel ongs here.

CUT TGO
EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Sher man wal ks down the street, pulls a RED WAGON filled with
GARDENI NG TOOLS. He waves at everyone. They all wave back.

BETH (V. Q)
This is his hone.

NEI GHBOR
Hey, Sherman! Great job on ny hedges,
t hey' ve never | ooked better.

SHERVAN
Thanks, M. Newman. | can plant those
bul bs for ya tonmorrow if you want.
NEI GHBOR
Sounds good. You're the man, Sher man!
SHERVAN
You bet cha!
TODD (V. 0)

San Francisco will be good for him

CUT TGO



I NT. BETH S HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Bet h stands at the sink, |ooks out the window. Todd noves
to her side. Puts his hand on her shoul der.

BETH
No. It's too soon

He hol ds out a BROCHURE for a school; The Achiever's Acadeny.

TODD
Look, Sis, | found a school in the
city. It'lIl be good for him He'll
have nore opportunities.

BETH
It's not just about school, Todd.
He needs famly around. Wth the

hours you work... he m sses you enough
al r eady.

TODD
And 1'll see himevery day.

BETH

(pushes the brochure

back in his hands)
Seeing himisn't the point. You
need to BE with him

TODD
| get that. But Beth, neither of us
can be be there for himforever.
Mom and Dad couldn't...

BETH
Pl ease don't..

TODD
I"'msorry. But it's the truth

CUT TGO
EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Sherman pulls his wagon into the driveway of a house with an
overgrown |awn. An OLD MAN wi nks at him fromthe porch and
tosses hima set of KEYS. Sherman smles and w nks back.

TODD (V. 0)
Why do you think they pushed himto
be so doggone i ndependent ?

Sherman goes to a shed in the back, unlocks it and pulls out
a LAWN MOWNER. Sherrman nmows the | awn.



Later the man's WFE cuts flowers in her garden. Sherman
hel ps her.

CUT TGO
I NT. BETH S HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUCUS
Bet h washes di shes. Todd | ooks through the fridge.

BETH
He has a job. D d you know that?

TODD
A job?

BETH
Gardening. Mw ng | awns nostly.
He's got quite the client |ist.

TODD
Gardening? Well, maybe |I'm asking
too nuch, but | think it's going to
take nore than being the town | awn
boy to establish his independence.

CUT TGO
EXT. LAWN CLI ENT' S YARD - LATER

Sherman | ocks up the shed. W see the lawn. It's perfect.
The ol d man pays him The wi fe hands hima bouquet of FLOAERS.

OLD MAN

Back again in two weeks, Sherman?
SHERVAN

You bet cha!
BETH (V.Q)

It's something, isn't it?

CUT TGO
I NT. BETH S HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS
Todd peels potatoes. Beth preps a chicken for roasting.

TODD
"Somet hing" won't cut it. The life
i nsurance wasn't much, Beth. Look,
"' m happy to give Shermny share but
you guys are going to have anot her
mouth to feed soon.



BETH
(struggles with the
reality of it)
W love him | just can't...

TODD
Love is all well and good, but it
ain't noney in the bank.

CUT TGO
EXT. MAIN STREET - LATER

Sher man parks his wagon outside the bank and wal ks i nsi de.
The BANK MANACGER waves to him

BANK MANAGER
Hey, Shernman! Making another big
deposit today?

SHERMAN
You bet chal!

Sherman at the wi ndow. Hands over the cash. The friendly
TELLER gives hima receipt and snmles at him As he | eaves
t he Bank Manager hands hi m several pieces of CANDY, which he
happi | y pockets.

BANK MANAGER
You know you're our favorite custoner,
right?

SHERVAN
(smiles)
That's cause |'mthe man!
The bank manager pats himon the back and | aughs.
CUT TGO
EXT. MAIN STREET - LATER
Sherman pulls his wagon down the street. Spots two TEENAGE

BOYS on the sidewal k ahead of himand slows his pace. He
| ooks uneasy.

TODD (V. 0)
I's he still having trouble with those
ki ds bul | yi ng hinf

BULLY #1
Hey | ook! It's the noron!

BETH (V.Q)

He hasn't nmentioned it lately.



The boys quickly encircle him Sherman keeps his eyes down
and tries to nove through them

BULLY #1
What's up, idiot?

SHERVAN
(sonewhat neekl y)
That's not nice.

BULLY #1
Well the truth hurts sonetines, don't
it?
SHERMAN
(bol der)

"Least |'msmart enough not to be
nmean to peopl e.

BULLY #1
(glares at him
What'd you say to nme?

BULLY #2
What cha got in the wagon, doofus?
(teasingly)

Oh | ook, he's been picking flowers!

The second bully reaches for the flowers and Shernman grabs
his arm forcefully.

SHERVAN
(with authority)
That's not yours!

BULLY MOM (O S.)
Take your hand off mny son!

The BULLIES' MOTHER gets in Sherman's face. She's just run
out of a salon and her hair is in ROLLERS. Sherman lets go
of the boy and turns to go but |ooks back the woman

di strustfully.

BULLY MOM ( CONT' D)
Don't you ever cone near ny boys
agai n!

SHERVAN
(poi ntedl y)
Your boys are nmean, and you're not

very nice either. AND you have a
bad hai r do!



The worman | ooks insulted. She grabs her boys and drags them

back into the salon with her.

I NT. BETH S HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - MOMVENTS LATER

CUT TGO

Beth brings out a stack of PAPERS. Todd | ooks at a PHOTO of

their parents.

TODD
How s he dealing with it?

BETH
Better than ne. Better than you.

Todd | ooks at her guiltily and then | ooks away.

TODD
I know | kinda flaked on you after
the funeral. [|I'msorry. | just...|
guess | just threw nyself into the
j ob.

BETH
Did it help?

TODD
No....You know | hadn't seen themin

nont hs before it happened. QGuess |
didn't realize how nuch I actually
m ssed them'til they were gone.

BETH

I's that why you want himw th you?
So you can have a part of them back?

EXT. CEMETARY - CONTI NUOUS

Sherman kneels at his parents GRAVE pul ling up weeds.
meticulously trins the grass with his HEDGE CLI PPERS.

TODD (V. 0)
Maybe. | don't know.

CUT TGO

He sits down He takes sonme of the flowers fromhis wagon and

pl aces them on the grave.

SHERVAN
(to the dead)
|"ve been doing like you said, Dad.
( MORE)



SHERVAN ( CONT' D)
|"ve been working hard, but not too

hard. | charge an honest
show fol ks respect. |
i ke you taught ne. And
for nyself. 1'mthe man,
you al ways were.
I
it and try to be the good
can't.
She m sses you a |ot.
for Todd every night
to. | don't hear God yet
coul d.

An

Sherman lifts his face to the sky,
sunlight. He breathes deep and sm

price and

been savi ng

| stick up

just like

Mom you' d be proud.
| ook for the good where |

can find
when |

" mtaking care of Beth.

d I'm praying

li ke we used

i ke you

his cheeks bathed in
| es.

SHERVAN ( CONT' D)

(softly)

But | feel H m

INT. BETH S HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - LAT

CUT TGO
ER

The dining roomtable is covered with estate paperwork.

Todd sifts through it.

TODD
Wll this is going to take a while
to figure out.
BETH
Thank God you're the executor and
not ne.
TODD
(chuckl es)
Thanks for the support.
BETH
(after a beat)
You ever think about noving back?
TODD
Huh? Oh, | don't know.
BETH
You still with that girl?
TODD
Nooo. She dunped nme because |I'm a

wor k- a- hol i c.



BETH
Maybe it's a sign

TODD
(defl ecting)
This conversation is a sign that you
are turning into nmom

Beth swats himon the back of the head and wal ks into the
kitchen. Todd | aughs.

BETH (O S.)
Sherman's got a girlfriend!

TODD
(eyes wi de)
He's got a girlfriend? |Is that a
good i dea?

CUT TGO
EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Sher man approaches a HOUSE. KELLY, a girl his age, sits on
the porch with her FATHER ~ She junps up and runs to him
Her father waves to him

KELLY
Sher man!

SHERVAN
H Kelly.

Sherman greets her with a kiss on the cheek. He gives her
the rest of the flowers a piece of candy from his pocket.
Kel |y ki sses Sherman on the cheek. Sherman bl ushes deeply.

FATHER

Keep it clean, Sherman, keep it clean!
SHERVAN

(grins)

Yes sir.
FATHER

Have fun sweetie. Call ne after

dinner and 1'Il cone pick you up.
KELLY

Ckay, Dad.
FATHER

Look after our girl, Shernman!



10.

SHERMAN
You bet chal!

They each grab hold of the wagon handle and pull it together.
Sherman tells her about his day.

SHERVAN ( CONT' D)
Ms. Singleton's kitten was stuck in
the tree again. | clinbed up and
got him Brenda was soooo happy!

KELLY
(awe struck)
Weren't you scared?

SHERVAN
(proudly)
A man's gotta do, what a man's

gotia do.
CUT TO
I NT. BETH S HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Beth stands at the front wi ndow. Todd wal ks up beside her.

TODD
| don't know how | feel about this
girlfriend situation

BETH
Leave it alone. He's happy. He earns
hi s own noney and he has soneone who
loves him |If he can count his
bl essi ngs and be grateful for 'em
why can't you?

TODD
(dryly) _ ,
| guess that's God's special gift
just for Sherman. Being happy with
his ot in life...however small that

may be.

BETH
Stick around. It mght rub off on
you.

TODD

Shoul dn't he be back by now?
Sherman and Kelly round the hedges and start up the driveway.

BETH
There they are!



11.
She goes to the front door and opens it.

BETH ( CONT' D)
Sher man, | ook who's here!

Todd steps into view. Sherman's eyes go w de.

SHERVAN
Todd!!

He |l ets go of the wagon, grabs Kelly's hand and pulls her
along with him

SHERVAN ( CONT' D)
It's nmy brother! Todd! Todd!

Sherman and Kelly run into the house. As they cross the
threshold they transformand we see them AS THEY REALLY ARE:
two adults in their 30's with Down Syndronme.

TODD
Hey, big brother!

Sherman grabs Todd in a bear hug. He's so happy he's al nost
crying.

ADULT SHERVAN
Todd! Where have you been? | m ssed
you so mnuch

TODD
Sorry buddy. |'ve been working too
much | guess. Long hours.

ADULT SHERVAN
(shocked)
What kind of job is that to have?

TODD
Not a good one apparently.

ADULT SHERVAN
(serious)
You should quit that job.
(thi nks of sonething
and gets excited)
You can cone work with me! We'll be
outside all day. It'll be so cool

Todd | ooks at him Sherman is radiant with joy. Todd smles.

TODD
I'"ll think about it. Wo's this?



ADULT SHERVAN
(renmenberi ng)
Oh! This is Kelly!
(whi sperS to Todd)
She's ny girl.

TODD
(shaki ng her hand)
Nice to neet you, Sherman's Grl.

ADULT KELLY
~ (shyly)

Nice to neet you,...Sherman's Brother.
BETH

You joining us for dinner, Kelly?
ADULT KELLY

Yes, Ma'am
BETH

Vell, come on. It's alnost ready.

Neil will be home any mnute. Hey
Sherm will you set the table for
me?

ADULT SHERVAN
Oh, you betcha!

Sherman excitedly grabs Kelly and pulls her along with him
to the kitchen. Beth and Todd watch them

BETH
Still worried about himbeing a | awn
boy?

TODD

(1 ooks at Beth)
No. He's the man.

BETH
(smiles)
You bet cha.

FADE QUT.

12.
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