LOCKED I N
By
Al berto Portillo

Prover bs 28:13



| NMATE (O S.)
It’s ironic. | never thought I
woul d be in prison. Sonetines |
wish | could just start over from
t he begi nning. ..

| NT. PRI SON - PHONE ROOM - DAY
Josh, early 30's, soft eyes, bald head, tattoos up to his

neck and hands, sits behind two inch thick wire nesh w ndow
wearing orange junpsuit. He solemly speaks into phone:

JOSH
It seens unfair sonetines, |ike |
was dooned fromthe get go. | guess

those were just the cards | was
deal t though, ya know?

On the other side is ALEX, md 30's, suit and tie pressed,
hai r meticul ously conbed, Bible by his side. An "above and
beyond"” guy who speaks in nmeasured tones:

ALEX
| don’t understand you, Joshua. The
ol der you get the nore you fal
into this victimnentality. | don’t
know where you get it fronf

Josh | ooks deep into his eyes, then smrks.

JOSH
Remenber when Mom found t hose
pl ayi ng cards in your shoebox?

A smug smle fromAl ex as he sits back.
ALEX

Yes. She spanked you pretty hard
even though they were m ne.

(chuckl es)
| still remenber her yelling,
"Those devil cards have no place in
nmy house!"

They both share a | augh, but Josh is anxious to make his
poi nt .

JOSH
Do you renenber what you sai d when
she asked you if those cards were
yours?
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ALEX
VWhat ?

JOSH
Not hi ng.

The air is sucked out of the roomas Josh sternly conti nues:

JOSH
After that day, | realized there
are different roles inlife, and
mne isn't M. goodie-two-shoes.

ALEX
That’ s a bunch of bol ogna Joshua.

Al ex reaches for the Bible by his side.

ALEX
The Bi bl e says you're either going
to be a victimor a victor.

Josh rubs his tenple and | ooks away.

JOSH
Don't start with that Al ex.

He gestures to hang up.

ALEX
Alright, alright. I'’mjust saying.
God has a plan for your life, but
you have chosen not to followit.

Josh, frowning, noves phone away from his ear again.

ALEX
Al right, 1’ m done.

Al ex checks his expensive watch.

ALEX
| have to get going. Melissa and I
are going on our cruise tonight.

Al ex stands up and takes out a white card fromhis Bible.

ALEX
Eri cka wanted ne to give this to
you. It’s a card from Sophie. |
|l eave it up front.

Josh’s eye’s soften as he sees his daughter’s scribblings on
card.
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ALEX
Happy birthday brother. Don’t
forget to give noma call

He nods sheepishly. Alex is about to hang up when:

JOSH
Al ex!

ALEX
Yes.

JOSH

(hesi tant)

| got a parole hearing next week
and- -

ALEX
"1l pray for you. We'll believe
for God’ s--

JOSH

Never mnd, forget about it.

They stare at each other. Alex finally puts his religion
aside and hunbly talks to himlike a brother.

ALEX
Just don’t get caught w th drugs
agai n and j eopardi ze your parole.
W' re runni ng out of excuses to
tell Sophie why her daddy’ s not
ar ound.

CLUNK! Al ex hangs up. Straightens his coat and tie then
mar ches out.

| NT. PRI SON - CAFETERI A - DAY

Josh shuffles through the dinner |ine sandw ched by two
overgrown TATTOOED CONVI CTS. SLOP! A pile of steam ng gl op
splatters into his tray.

I NT. PRI SON - CAFETERI A - MOMENTS LATER

Josh slides into a bench and devours his food. ANOTHER

| NVATE sits next to him bows his head and begins to pray
for his neal. Joshua puts his fork down, picks up his tray
and decides to nove to a different table.



I NT. CRU SE SHI P - RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A WAITER S hand lifts to reveal a steam ng succul ent |obster
on elegant dining table. Alex’s wife MELI SSA a sweet,
attractive woman with eyes that hint at future crow s feet,
ki ndly appl auds presentation. Her dianond earrings sparkle
in the candl elight.

VELI SSA
Do you think we' Il finish all that?

She pokes the | obster, scrunches her nose and snil es.

ALEX
W better cause it was not cheap.

She shoots hima | ook--don’t start.

I NT. CRU SE SHI P - RESTAURANT - LOBBY - LATER

They stroll, armin arm out fancy restaurant toward casi no
area. Both are well dressed and wel |l manner ed.

VELI SSA
Al that food nade ne sl eepy.

ALEX
You shoul d be darling. You
practically devoured that |obster.

She pushes hi m playfully.

MELI SSA
Stop it. | barely touched it.

He | aughs and places his armaround her. H's eyes then
wander to the 25-cent video poker slot nachines.

ALEX
Want to play a for a few m nutes?

MELI SSA
(sternly objects)
Al exander .

ALEX
| was just joking. You know
st opped.

She dism sses it, but his eyes keep wandering to the
machi nes.



INT. PRISON - JOSH S CELL - N GHT

Josh sits on cold bed surrounded by unsynpathetic concrete
and steel. He gently opens his daughter’s card. It reads
W th sloppy crayon, "tO nmy¥Y DaDy...haPPy BiirThDaY."

JOSH
(under his breath)
Thank you, baby.

A tear glides down his cheek as he holds card up to his
chest and | ays back.

I NT. PRI SON - CELL BLOCK - LATER

ON JAKE AND SNAKE' S SI DE BY SIDE CELLS: Josh awakens when
SNAKE, a heavyset, harrow ng i nmate whi spers from next cell

SNAKE
Big J. Your shipnent cane in.

Snake pushes a TOP RAMEN, tied to a string nmade out of
thinly stretched plastic bags tied together, fromhis cel
to Josh’s. Josh quickly gets up and unties it.

JOSH
(by wall)
Got it.

The makeshift fish line retracts. Josh opens plastic package
and carefully follows crease down the m ddl e of noodl es.
They open like a small briefcase and reveal a snmall plastic
bag with a white powder conceal ed. He pensively | ooks up at
cal ender marked "Parol e hearing."

INT. CRUSE SH P - ALEX' S CABIN - N GHT

Melissa' s earrings CLINK as she lays themonto a vanity
tray. She exam nes her face in the mrror as she scrubs away
her make-up. Alex wistfully stares out snmall w ndow.

MELI SSA
Wiy aren’t you getting ready for
bed?

ALEX
| just have a |ot of things on ny
m nd.
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MELI SSA
Li ke what ?

ALEX
(absor bed)
Not hi ng worth shari ng?

She anbles gently to him holds his cheeks in her pal ns.

MELI SSA
Baby, if it’s bothering you, then
it’s worth sharing.

He | ooks at her, contenplates, then | ooks away.

ALEX
It’s just guy stuff.

He di sconnects as he nethodically takes his coat and tie
of f.

ALEX
Let’s get ready for bed honey.

Mel i ssa stays there, at a | oss.

INT. CRUSE SH P - ALEX' S CABIN - LATER

Melissa is dead asleep. Alex is wi de awake staring at
ceiling. He | ooks over at ALARM CLOCK: 1:15 a.m He waves a
hand in front of her. She’s unresponsive. He then proceeds
to slowy exit bed, she abruptly turns around, he
stops...she’s still asleep. He slowy continues out.

I NT. PRI SON - CHAPEL HALLWAY - DAY

Josh sl unps back against the wall by door that |eads to
prison chapel. He eavesdrops on the Sunday norning sernon.

PRI SON M NI STER (O. S.)
Anytime you are resisting God and
what He wants, you are going to be
m serabl e until you decide to give
in. The Bible teaches, that if we
choose to sin, then we choose to
suffer. But if we choose to confess
our sin, then He is faithful and
just to forgive us.

SMACK! A YOUNG GQUARD stabs a baton into his back
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YOUNG GUARD
You' re either gonna go inside or go
back to your cell. No waiting
around in the hall. Wiat’s it gonna
be?

He notions that he’' |l go back to his cell and wal ks of f.

EXT. CHURCH SANCTUARY - DAY

Sunday norning service has just dism ssed and Al ex stands at
t he door shaki ng hands, smling, kissing babies, Iike a well
groonmed politician. The people | ove him

I NT. PRISON JOSH S CELL - DAY

Josh is restless. He paces, sits and stares out prison bars.
He rubs his head in frustration as he | ooks over at Top
Ranmen packages then over at toilet. He closes his eyes, then
utters under his breath:

JOSH
| don’t want to suffer anynore.

I NT. ALEX' S HOVE - OFFI CE - DAY

Alex sits at his desk with an arsenal of commentaries, G eek
and Hebrew dictionaries, |lexicons, etc. He is hard at work
on his next sernon. Melissa unassumngly strolls in.

MELI SSA
Hey babe, | amgoing to take the
kids to your Momis house. W'll try
to be back before dinner, but if
not, | left the |leftovers on the
top shel f.

ALEX
Al right ny | ove.

Bef ore she exits, she asks:
MELI SSA
Ch. Do you know what happened to
those red earrings you got ne for
our anniversary?

Al ex shakes his head no.
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MELI SSA
That’ s strange cause | renenber
had them the night of the cruise..

He shakes his head again and continues studying. She gazes
at hi munsure.

MELI SSA
Al right |ove.

Al ex stares at his desk, eyes focused on nothing. He waits
to hear Melissa' s CAR BACK QUT. Al ex’'s hands shake as his
nervous fingers flip the conputer switch. BLEEP. H s eyes
glisten fromthe glare of an an online ganbling site.

I NT. PRI SON - CELL BLOCK - N GHT

Josh nervously stands outside his cell with other | NVATES. A
SVMALL ARMY OF ANGRY GUARDS scrutinize every cell, tossing
beds over, flipping through books, letters, |ooking for
anything illegal.

Josh’s eyes drift to his food shelf. Young guard, eyeing

him picks up his Top Ranen packages. Josh’s heart races.
The young guard begi ns openi ng one, nothing. He then grabs

another, this is the one. Joshua watches intently. As the
guard opens it...NOTH NG

He shoots Josh a wathful |ook--alnost. Josh sniles.
From t he nei ghboring cell, other guard yells:

ANGRY GUARD #1(0O. S.)
We got a hot spot.

All the guards imedi ately tread over to nei ghboring cel
wher e ANGRY GUARD#1 proudly holds up a cell phone and a

| arge bag of white powder. Snake’s head drops. The guards
haul hi m away but not before he | ocks eyes with Josh

I NT. PRISON - JOSH S CELL - LATER

Josh organi zes his cell. He hangs cal ender back up. He
stares at follow ng day nmarked "Parol e hearing."

RATTLI NG of guard’s keys echo off of the enpty hallways.

GUARD #3
Li ghts out | adi es.
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Row by row the lights expire. CLANKS fromthe guard s boots
as they THUWP off. In a dimlight, Josh solemly continues
to stare at calender. Finally, he contritely |lays down. He
stares at picture of Sophie, then reluctantly gets on his
knees.

JOSH

(sighs)
| know it’'s been a while. But |
hope it’s not too |ate...please
give ne a second chance, Lord. |I'm
not promsing |I'Il be perfect, but
1’1l do ny best to be a good man,
to be a good father to ny Sophi e.
To...live out your plan for ny
life...just give ne another chance
Lord.

He | ooks up, then buries his head in his hands.

I NT. ALEX' S HOVE - OFFI CE - DAY

Al ex, head buried in his hands, slowy | ooks up at computer
screen. It’s his bank account, and he’s in the red. Melissa
suddenly wal ks in. He quickly navigates screen away. But

i ke any good worman, she doesn’t need nuch to sense
sonmething is wong.

VELI SSA
You okay?

ALEX
(regains his conposure)
Huh? Yes. I'malright. Wy?

Melissa’s not convinced. She goes in for a closer | ook and
sees hi m bal anci ng checkbook.

MELI SSA
Is that the church’s checkbook? Wy
do you have that here?

ALEX
(i npatient)
No. Get out of here. |I’mjust
t hi nki ng, goi ng over sone things,
gosh. Wiay are you so nosy?

Taken back, she stares at him
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MELI SSA
| don’t know what is going on with
you, but | don't like it Alex. |
better not find out that it’s you
pl ayi ng your stupid little ganes
agai n.

She snatches a stapler off the desk. Her heels pound the
carpet as she strides fromthe room He sighs, then |ooks
over at his Bible.

ALEX
What am | doi ng?

I NT. PRI SON - PARCLE HEARI NG ROOM - DAY

Seven STONE- FACED STRANGERS sit side by side at a | ong
table. Josh wal ks in and stands by a chair facing them

STOCKY STONE- FACED MAN
Have a seat.

Josh does his best to sit up straight on the cold netal
chair.

PALE STONE- FACED WOVAN
W see by your file you ve served
three years of a five-year
sent ence.

FEEBLE STONE- FACED ELDER
Do you feel you' re ready for
par ol e?

Josh exhal es. Takes a good | ook at each one of their |anguid
faces, then sincerely responds:

JOSH
| am not proud of what | did, but I
did do it. And because of that, the
| ast for years have been the
t oughest of ny life. Every year ny
little girl is getting bigger, ny
famly travels and enjoys life.
VWiile I'’'m..I"’mhere, getting
ol der, staring at four walls,
eating slop and talking to i nmates
who could care | ess about nme...or
the fact that ny little girl is
grow ng up without a father. That
by the tinme | get out of here, 1’11
probably have to start scaring boys
away from her
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(chuckl es)
The roomis silent. Josh clears his throat.

JOSH
Al'l because of ny stupidity. |
realize that. If that’s what you
call ready, then yes. If not.
Vel l ..

He takes a nonent.

JOSH
| guess I'll just have to trust God
to get nme through the rest of ny
tinme here...and pray that ny
children will be in his hands.

Josh’s eyes well up. There's nothing el se to say.

JOSH
Thank you.

Josh gets up to | eave. The seven suits and ties stare
di spassionately. He takes a nonent to wi pe his tears.

I NT. ALEX' S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Al ex’ s daughter, SARA(6), sits on his lap as he neticul ously
corrects her honework.

ALEX
Good. Good. Good. You got them al
right, wait. Sara.

SARA
Yes.

ALEX
Have you been cheating agai n? Don’t
lie to ne.

A bl ank stare. She says nothing. He glares into her innocent
eyes and sees his own reflection. H's heart sinks.

DOORBELL RI NGS!
He pushes curtains aside. Two STONE- FACED PCLI CE OFFI CERS
await at the door. Knowi ng exactly why they are there, Alex

takes a deep breath then kneels down to Sara. He hol ds her
soft cheeks in his palns.
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ALEX
Sweet heart.

Sara nods kindly. He lovingly brushes her hair behind her
ear and with all sincerity tells her:

ALEX
Don't start telling |lies, baby,
cause once you start, it’s really
hard to stop.

DOORBELL!

ALEX
Com ng.

Shanef aced, she |ooks at him and himher. He m serably gets
up to open the door.

ALEX
Yes?

STONE- FACED OFFI CER
Are you Pastor Al exander Garcia of
Holy Bret hren Church?

Al ex dol efully nods his head. FADE OUT

| NT. PRI SON - PHONE ROOM - DAY
TI TLE CARD: 6 Months | ater. FADE | N
An | NMATE' S voice is stressed with shane.

| NMATE( O. S.)
It’s ironic. | never thought I
woul d be in prison.

W TILT UP to reveal the INMATE is Al ex, who now sits behind
two inch thick wire mesh wi ndow, wearing orange prison
junpsuit. He solemmly speaks into phone:

ALEX
Sonmetinmes | wish I could just start
over fromthe beginning, before I
started keeping all of this stuff
| ocked in.

This time on the other end is Josh, cleaned up and with a
Bible by his side. He listens intently. Around his neck is a
colorful piece of jewelry from his daughter

"FoRgl VeN. " FADE OUT



