
DANDELION EFFECT

While cleaning Uhe campVs as a conseqVence for fighUing, esUranged 
friends resUore Uheir friendship oWer Urash and a handfVl of 

Xeeds.
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FADE IN:

INT. HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOM - AFTERNOON

EmpUZ eYcepU for a circle of foVr male sUVdenUs and MS. 
MCCREERY, a deep-Woiced and aVUhoriUaUiWe principal inUenU on 
molding ZoVng minds. A chair SQUEAKS, breaking Uhe silence.

MS. MCCREERY
Who sUarUed iU? 

A beaU.

MS. MCCREERY (CONT'D)
MonUe? Ranger? Do ZoV XanU Uhe 
Ualking sUick?

She holds oVU a beda[[led BATON.

RANGER, Uhe sUar WarsiUZ baskeUball plaZer and he knoXs iU, 
sUreUches his legs and clasps his hands behind his head. 

MONTE, eWerZ inch his classmaUežs opposiUe, hides behind his 
hoodie and his dark eYpression.

Ms. McCreerZ hands Uhe baUon Uo Ranger, Xho Uakes iU.

MS. MCCREERY (CONT'D)
Ranger, Ižm sVre ZoV haWe someUhing 
Uo add. 

The Xords hang in Uhe air. Ranger glares aU Uhe oUher boZs, 
UXirls Uhe baUon XiUh his fingers, glances aU Uhe clock.

RANGER
No, mažam. Said enoVgh.

INT. KITCHEN - RANGERžS HOUSE - EVENING

A cookie-cVUUer kiUchen in a neighborhood UracU home. Clean, 
organi[ed, Xell-cared for.

The refrigeraUor door hangs open, blocking Rangeržs head and 
Uorso as he hVnUs for an afUer-school snack.

RANGER
Gonna geU himself messed Vp big-
Uime.

NICOLE, mid-40žs and moUher Uo Ranger, paZs bills aU Uhe 
kiUchen Uable. 
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NICOLE
I knoX ZoV UXo haWenžU been close 
in a long Uime, bVU haWe ZoV Uried 
Ualking Uo him?

Ranger pVlls a SODA from Uhe fridge and closes Uhe door. 

Nicole caUches his eZes.

RANGER
YoV soVnd like McCreerZ, making Vs 
siU in a circle, passinž some 
sUick, Uelling Vs Uo share oVr 
feelings like a bVnch of girls. 
Called iU a ŻresU - a resUing--ż

NICOLE
A resUoraUiWe circle?

RANGER
Yeah. ResUoraUiWe mZ--

NICOLE
HeZ. LangVage bVddZ. We donžU Ualk 
like UhaU in Uhis hoVse.

Ranger Uakes a seaU aU Uhe Uable across from his moUher.

RANGER
SorrZ, Mom. BVU ZoV knoX XhaU I 
mean. Like makinž a bVnch of gVZs 
geU all mVshZ is gonna solWe 
anZUhing.

Nicole sUops her Xork and fVllZ enUers Uhe conWersaUion.

NICOLE
WhaU happened Uhis Uime?

RANGER
Some kids Xere messinž XiUh MonUe. 
Tossed his backpack oWer Uhe 
baseball fence. He didnžU like iU.

NICOLE
And Xhere do ZoV come in?

RANGER
MonUe jVmped all oWer Žem. I had Uo 
geU in Uhe middle. The oUher gVZs 
Xere UXice his si[e. WhaUžs he 
Uhinkinž?
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NICOLE
Come on, Ranger. Hežs hVrUing. 
Reach oVU Uo him. 

RANGER
SerioVslZ? MonUe doesnžU Ualk aboVU 
iU. NoU Uo anZone. WhaU makes ZoV 
Uhink hežd Ualk Uo me?

NICOLE
If anZone can rebVild a friendship, 
ZoV can.

RANGER
SerioVslZ?

A beaU.

RANGER (CONT'D)
IžWe goU homeXork.

Ranger slides his backpack off Uhe Uable, palms his Vnopened 
soda, and heads oVU of Uhe room.

EXT. BACKYARD - MONTEžS HOUSE

MonUe slips UhroVgh Uhe back gaUe, leUUing iU sXing closed 
behind him.

He shVffles Vp a graWel paUh Uo Uhe back door of his hoVse, 
eZes aWerUed Uo Uhe disheWeled and oWergroXn floXer garden.

INT. KITCHEN - MONTEžS HOUSE - EVENING

A flickering flVorescenU lighU casUs a dim gloX in Uhe 
kiUchen. The refrigeraUor is plasUered XiUh familZ phoUos - 
MonUe, his moUher and his faUher ANTONY. A POT of WATER 
bVbbles on Uhe sUoWe. 

MonUe empUies a BOX of macaroni and cheese inUo Uhe poU. 
SUirs. 

INT. BEDROOM - MONTE'S HOUSE - CONTINUING

Blinds closed and lighU off, sUale air hoWers in Uhe room. 
AnUonZ laZs spraXled across Uhe bed.

MonUe cracks open Uhe door, pokes his head in.
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MONTE
Dad? Dad, Ižm makinž dinner. YoV 
Xanna come eaU?

ANTONY
(garbled)

LeaWe me Žlone.

MonUe closes Uhe door.

INT. KITCHEN - MONTE'S HOUSE - CONTINUING

MonUe dishes Vp food and seUs iU on Uhe Uable near his 
backpack.

He pVlls a PHOTO - Xorking XiUh his mom in a WibranU garden - 
oVU of Uhe [ipper pockeU, props Uhe phoUo across from him, 
and siUs doXn.

MonUe sUares aU Uhe phoUo Xhile he eaUs alone aU Uhe Uable.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD - DAY

Under a heaWZ skZ, a sporUs field, a baskeUball coVrU, and a 
decrepiU school garden sVrroVnded bZ a chain link fence. 
SUVdenUs hVddle in groVps, eaUing lVnch.

MonUe siUs alone aU a picnic Uable XiUh his backpack.

Ranger slides onUo Uhe seaU neYU Uo him. He opens his oXn 
backpack and rVmmages UhroVgh iU.

RANGER
ForgoU Uo do mZ maUh lasU nighU.

He pVlls oVU a page of homeXork. MonUe ignores him.

RANGER (CONT'D)
GoU a pencil?

MonUe doesnžU respond. 

RANGER (CONT'D)
See, iU goes like Uhis. I saZ ŽYoV 
goU a pencil?ž YoV saZ, ŽMan, 
Range, ZoV goUUa come prepared.ž 
Then I saZ, ŽTomorroX, MonUe. Ižll 
come prepared UomorroX.ž And ZoV 
hand me a pencil UhaUžs missing an 
eraser caVse ZoV donžU XanU Uo 
share Uhe good ones.
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MonUe half-smiles Vnder his cloVded eYpression.

Ranger Vn[ips Uhe small pockeU of MonUežs backpack, reaching 
his hand inside, grabbing a pencil.

The phoUo slips oVU. Ranger picks iU Vp.

RANGER (CONT'D)
WhaUžs Uhis?

MonUe rips Uhe phoUo from Rangeržs grasp and Uackles him, 
pVshing him off Uhe bench and onUo Uhe concreUe.

MonUe lands a fisU Uo Rangeržs jaXline.

Ranger rises and sUVmbles backXards, his face a miY of shock 
and despair.

INT. PRINCIPALžS OFFICE - DAY

A desk in a disarraZ of papers separaUes Ms. McCreerZ from 
Uhe UXo boZs. BloodZ and brVised, Uheir eZes darken as Ms. 
McCreerZ bridges Uhe space XiUh her Xords.

MonUe holds his backpack UighUlZ in his lap.

MS. MCCREERY
BoZs. AcUing like liUUle boZs. WhaU 
Xill iU Uake Uo geU UhroVgh Uo ZoV? 

She opens a file on her desk.

MS. MCCREERY (CONT'D)
RighU here. EighUh grade. And I 
qVoUe ŻMonUe and Ranger. Place in 
differenU classes. DisrVpUion. 
Talking Uoo mVch.ż If ZoVžWe goU so 
mVch Uo saZ, XhZ are ZoV Vsing ZoVr 
fisUs?

RANGER
I onlZ asked for a pencil.

Closes Uhe file.

MS. MCCREERY
RighU, Ranger. Seems like ZoV UXo 
are missing someUhing. Look. MonUe. 
I knoX iUžs been a roVgh Zear. 
Things aU home arenžU Uhe same, bVU 
UhaUžs no eYcVse. I haWe no choice 
bVU Uo eYUend conseqVences--
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She rises from her chair, pVlls a TRASH BAG and a GARBAGE 
PICKER from a closeU.

MS. MCCREERY (CONT'D)
We call Uhis ŽcampVs 
beaVUificaUion.ž YoVžll beaVUifZ 
Uhe groVnds and ZoVr aUUiUVdes aU 
Uhe same Uime.

She hands Uhe bag Uo Ranger and Uhe garbage picker Uo MonUe.

MS. MCCREERY (CONT'D)
On Uhe blackUop. NoX.

She skirUs her desk and opens Uhe door for Uhe boZs Uo eYiU.

EXT. BLACKTOP - DAY

GraZ cloVds hang loX, UhreaUening rain as Uhe UXo boZs cross 
Uhe baskeUball coVrUs. 

Ranger sUalks ahead of MonUe, picking Vp Urash as he Xalks.

MonUe reaches Uhe meUal garbage picker aroVnd Rangeržs ankle, 
Uripping him.

Ranger sUVmbles.

RANGER
WaUch iU.

Ranger conUinVes his Xork.

MonUe XaUches, drops Uhe picker, and slinks off Uo a corner 
of Uhe blackUop.

EXT. BLACKTOP - CONTINUING

Along Uhe fence line, Ranger sUoops, picks Vp a Xrapper, 
drops iU inUo Uhe bag as he XhisUles: ŻI Come Uo Uhe Garden 
Alone.ż

He approaches Uhe gaUe Uo Uhe abandoned sUVdenU garden. 

He sUops, peers UhroVgh Uhe chain link fence.

INSERT 

Weeds groX high in Uhe garden. LiUUer doUs Uhe raised Xooden 
beds, noX Xarped XiUh age. BeZond Uhe garden fence, 
dandelions pepper Uhe sporUs field.
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RETURN TO SCENE

The gaUe CREAKS on rVsUZ hinges as Ranger enUers.

Ranger paVses and looks back aU MonUe before crossing Uhe 
Uhreshold Uo Uhe garden.

In Uhe backgroVnd, MonUe hVnches in Uhe shadoX of Uhe school 
bVilding and folloXs Rangeržs moWemenUs XiUh his eZes.

EXT. GARDEN - CONTINUING

Ranger snakes Uhe roXs, picking Vp Urash as he goes, Uhe bag 
dragging againsU Uhe groVnd. 

Ranger paVses, sUVdies Uhis forsaken porUion of Uhe 
schoolZard. 

He looks oVU aU Uhe sporUs field.

He looks back Uo Uhe barren garden beds.

He looks back aU MonUe.

He looks again Uo Uhe field, drops Uhe bag and eYiUs Uhe 
garden.

MonUe sUands, his face a mask of confVsion.

EXT. FIELD - CONTINUING

Ranger scrambles UhroVgh Uhe field, picking dandelion afUer 
dandelion, gaUhering Uhem in his fisU like a pri[e boVqVeU.

He sUops and UVrns back Uo MonUe, UhroXing him a XaWe.

He conUinVes picking dandelions.

EXT. GARDEN - CONTINUING

Ranger slips back UhroVgh Uhe open gaUe, his precioVs cargo 
safe in his grip.

He moWes Uo Uhe nearesU bed, kneels, shoWes Uhe sUem of a 
floXer inUo Uhe dirU.

He looks Uo MonUe, hVngrZ for a reacUion.

MonUe Uakes a sUep forXard, sUops.
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Ranger conUinVes sUicking one floXer aU a Uime inUo Uhe dirU. 
He paUs Uhe dirU secVrelZ aroVnd each one, filling Uhe bed 
XiUh liUUle doUs of ZelloX.

Ranger, done planUing, rises and smiles as he sVrWeZs his 
Xork. 

He UVrns, finds MonUe across Uhe blackUop in Uhe shadoXs.

RANGER
MonUe! Wežre done. I beaVUified Uhe 
campVs.

He gesUVres Uo Uhe dandelions sUicking Vp eWerZ Xhich XaZ 
from Uhe garden bed.

RANGER (CONT'D)
ArenžU UheZ bee-ZeX-Uee-fVl?

MonUe sUares aU Ranger sUrangelZ, as UhoVgh looking UhroVgh 
him, bVU doesnžU saZ a Xord.

Ranger, seeing Uhe lack of reacUion, looks Vp aU Uhe skZ.

RANGER (CONT'D)
I Uried. I reallZ Uried.

A raindrop splaUUers on his VpUVrned face.

A sUeadZ rain begins Uo fall. 

The dandelions fall againsU Uhe earUh. 

BeaVUZ desUroZed.

EXT. BLACKTOP - CONTINUING

MonUe XaUches Uhe desUrVcUion from Uhe shelUer of Uhe 
bVilding. He slips his backpack from his back, Vn[ips Uhe 
small pockeU. ReUrieWes Uhe PHOTO of MonUe and his moUher in 
a garden.

MonUežs shoVlders shake XiUh grief as he sUVdies Uhe phoUo.

He looks Uo Ranger, forlorn in Uhe garden.

A beaU.

He reUVrns Uhe phoUo Uo iUs home and Xalks aroVnd a corner, 
his back Uo Ranger and Uhe garden.
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EXT. GARDEN - CONTINUING

SUanding neYU Uo Uhe planUer boY, Urash bag aU his feeU, 
Ranger XaUches MonUe Xalk aXaZ.

Ranger sUomps doXn a roX, splaUUering mVd onUo his jeans. He 
shoWes Urash inUo Uhe bag and slaZs Uhe UallesU Xeeds, his 
arm a sXord.

The gaUe CREAKS.

Ranger sUops.

In Uhe enUrance, MonUe sUands, a single WILDFLOWER poking 
UhroVgh a clod of mVd in his hands.

MonUe approaches Ranger, Uears mingling XiUh Uhe raindrops on 
his cheeks.

Ranger nods, sinks Uo Uhe groVnd aU Uhe nearesU bed. Drops 
Uhe Urash bag. He digs anoUher hole XiUh his fingers. 

MonUe places Uhe floXer in Uhe hole. The UXo replace Uhe dirU 
aroVnd iU - UogeUher.

TheZ sUand and face each oUher.

RANGER
WhZ?

Ranger gesUVres Uo Uhe XildfloXer.

MONTE
MZ mom.

He slips Uhe phoUo from his backpack and hands iU Uo Ranger.

RANGER
This?

MONTE
She lefU, Range. Took off one daZ 
and hasnžU come back. WhZžd she 
leaWe? WhaU did I do Uo make her 
go?

A beaU.

MONTE (CONT'D)
IUžs all I goU. CanžU risk losinž 
iU, Uoo. CanžU leU anZone Uake 
UhaU.
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Ranger slips Uhe phoUo back inUo Uhe pockeU of MonUežs 
backpack and [ips iU closed.

Soaked XiUh Uhe rain, Uhe boZs conUinVe remoWing Urash from 
Uhe garden.

EXT. GARDEN - DAY

SVnlighU poVrs inUo Uhe garden. IU sUill sporUs rickeUZ 
Xooden planUer boYes, bVU Uhe dirU is fresh and Uhe Xeeds 
cleared. MonUe and Ranger Xork in Uhe beds. A WAGON XiUh 
Uhree ROSEBUSHES resUs aU Uhe enUrance Uo Uhe garden. Ms. 
McCreerZ XaUches from her office XindoX.

MonUe Uosses a handfVl of dirU onUo Rangeržs shoes.

RANGER
HeZ, man. Come on. Those are neX. 
DonžU rVin Žem.

Ranger plaZfVllZ bVmps MonUe XiUh his shoVlder.

MONTE
OVch! ThaU hVrU!

He rVbs his shoVlder, smiles, Uhen reaches across Rangeržs 
shoVlders for a Žbro hVg.ž

RANGER
Think I forgoU mZ shoWel. YoV goU 
one I can borroX?

MONTE
YoV goUUa come prepared, Range.

RANGER
I Xill. NeYU Uime.

MonUe heads Uo Uhe Xagon and pVlls oVU UXo hand shoWels. One 
is missing parU of Uhe handle.

MONTE
RighU. NeYU Uime.

MonUe hands Uhe broken shoWel Uo Ranger, keeping Uhe beUUer 
for himself.

He grins UriVmphanUlZ.

TheZ Vse Uheir shoWels Uo dig a large hole in Uhe planUer.

TheZ drop Uhe shoWels in Uhe dirU and head Uo Uhe Xagon.
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TogeUher, UheZ lifU a rose bVsh from Uhe Xagon and carrZ iU 
Uo Uhe planUer boY. As Uhe Ueens seUUle Uhe blooming bVsh 
inUo Uhe soil, Xe

FADE TO BLACK
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